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Next Scheduled Update
● Only if needed with another planned issuance.

Image Options: 
● LRO forecast point map with 

50% chance exceedance 
values 

● Percent chance flooding image 
● Others
● *include legend*

        What Has Changed

● Only if needed, with changes from previous if 
issued. Delete this section if not needed.

● Edit Text

NEW

50% or Greater of 
Exceeding the 

Following Flood 
Levels:

Major

Moderate

Minor

No Flooding Expected

Most Likely Scenario

Issued March 12, 2026 - Valid March 15th through June 13th

Key Messages
● Spring river flood risk is below normal over the 

next 90 days. 

● Typical spring snowmelt flood factors have largely 
been removed. 

○ Some ground frost remains north of I-90 and 
would leave some risk of enhanced runoff.

○ Precipitation chances over the next 7 days are 
not expected to have a significant impact on 
the flood risk probabilities. 

● Drought is ongoing and may persist.

● Future precipitation would be the primary driver 
should any flood risk ultimately develop. 

○ Reminder: Recent significant flood events 
across the state have been a result of early 
summer heavy rainfall events, not spring 
snowmelt. 
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Key Ingredients Antecedent 
Conditions 

Impact to Spring 
Flooding 

River Levels Near to Below Normal Lesser Risk

River Ice 
Conditions

Below Normal Lesser Risk

Soil Moisture Below Normal Lesser Risk

Frost Depth Near to 
Below Normal Lesser Risk

Snow Conditions /
Water Equivalent

Below Normal Lesser Risk

Spring Weather 
Outlook

Near Normal Normal Risk

Overall Risk of Spring Flooding:

Lesser Risk

Typical spring flood factors have largely been 
removed, resulting in a BELOW NORMAL river flood 
risk for the next 90 days. Some ground frost remains 
and would leave some risk for enhanced runoff until 
fully removed for the season. Future precipitation will 
likely be the primary driver of any flood risk, should 
one ultimately develop. 

Risk Potential: Lesser Risk Normal Risk Greater Risk To Be Determined
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River Levels

● River and stream levels across the area are 
generally running near to below their seasonal 
normals. 

Current River Levels Compared to Normal
USGS National Water Dashboard

River Ice Outlook
National Water Center Winter Desk

● River ice has largely been removed and is not 
expected to pose a risk going forward.

River Ice Remains

https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/
https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/special/afdd/
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Soil Temperature and Frost Depth

● Ground frost has been removed in areas south of I-90 and is quickly thawing elsewhere. 

● Should a more significant precipitation event occur prior to frost removal, enhanced runoff would 
be possible over areas with frozen ground. 

Frost/Soil Image Options (Include 
reference of where images come from): 
- Regional frost depths (NCRFC link)
- Regional soil temperatures (NCRFC 

link)
- South Dakota Mesonet

Thaw Depth Frost Depth

Images Via: South Dakota State Mesonet

https://www.weather.gov/ncrfc/lmi_frostdepthmap
https://www.weather.gov/ncrfc/LMI_SoilTemperatureDepthMaps
https://climate.sdstate.edu/archive/
https://climate.sdstate.edu/archive/maps/
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Soil Moisture

● Soil moisture across the immediate area is 
generally below normal. 

Soil Image Options (Include reference of 
where images come from): 
- Soil Moisture from CPC or NASA 

Sport-LIS
- Ground Water Conditions 
- GRACE-Based Soil Moisture 
- Fall Airborne Survey Soil Moisture 

Soil Moisture Anomaly
Climate Prediction Center

Renner Groundwater Well
United States Geological Survey

● Groundwater well depths generally reside near 
baseline levels for pre-spring recharge.

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml
https://weather.ndc.nasa.gov/sport/viewer/?dataset=lis_conus&product=rsoim0-10
https://weather.ndc.nasa.gov/sport/viewer/?dataset=lis_conus&product=rsoim0-10
https://nasagrace.unl.edu/
https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/snowsurvey/soil.html
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-433726096444501/#dataTypeId=daily-72019-0&showFieldMeasurements=true&startDT=2004-04-09&endDT=2026-03-07


National Weather Service

9:04 AM CDT
March 12, 2026

Sioux Falls, SD
National Weather Service

Latest Drought Conditions 

● Abnormal Dry (D0) to Moderate 
Drought (D1) conditions are 
currently in place across the 
immediate region with localized 
Severe Drought (D2) conditions also 
noted. 

● Current outlooks favor at least 
some drought status remaining into 
the the start of the growing season, 
particularly for locations south of 
I-90. 

Drought Image Options (Include reference 
of where images come from): 
- Regional or local drought monitor 
- Change in drought status over a given 

time period
- Departure from normal precipitation for 

the water year (HPRCC, MRCC, SRCC, 
WRCC, NWPS)

-

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/MapArchive.aspx
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx
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Missouri River Basin Status

Snow Depth Image Options (Include 
reference of where images come from): 
- Modeled snow depth from NOHRSC 
- SWE from NOHRSC
- NOHRSC Snow Analysis Normals
- Local/regional derived options 
- NCRFC SWE Ranking
- NRCS Snow and Water Map
- NRCS Snow and Climate Monitoring
- USACE Weekly Update

● Snowpack across the broader Missouri River basin is either non-existent or below normal. Current 
snowpack above both Fort Peck and Garrison are both only 80-85% of normal.

Missouri River Basin Snowpack
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Missouri River Basin Snow Water Equivalent
NOHRSC

https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/interactive/html/map.html?ql=station&zoom=&loc=53.58+N%2C+125.41+W&var=snow_depth_shallow&snap=1&o9=1&o12=1&o13=1&lbl=m&mode=pan&extents=us&min_x=-127&min_y=20.716666666663&max_x=-62.000000000003&max_y=57.283333333329&coord_x=-94.5000000000015&coord_y=38.999999999996&zbox_n=&zbox_s=&zbox_e=&zbox_w=&metric=0&bgvar=dem&shdvar=shading&width=800&height=450&nw=800&nh=450&h_o=0&font=0&js=1&uc=0
https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/interactive/html/map.html
https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/normals/
https://www.weather.gov/images/ncrfc/data/swe/SWErank_ncrfc.png
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/data-and-reports/snow-and-water-interactive-map
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/data-and-reports/snow-and-climate-monitoring-predefined-reports-and-maps
https://www.nwd-mr.usace.army.mil/rcc/reports/pdfs/weeklyupdate.pdf
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/
https://www.nwd-mr.usace.army.mil/rcc/reports/snow.jpg
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/
https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/interactive/html/map_only.php?var=ssm_swe&min_x=-115.825&min_y=35.241666666663&max_x=-87.716666666668&max_y=51.049999999995&bgvar=dem&shdvar=shading&title=1&width=800&height=450&font=0&lbl=m&palette=0&h_o=0&metric=0&snap=1&extents=us&o3=1&o9=1&o13=1
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Spring Weather Outlook
These are general outlooks that depict broad trends for the weeks and months aheadWeeks 3-4 

outlooks are linked 
images and can be 
updated by running 
DSS Builder > 
Update Linked 
Images.  

Offices are 
welcome to use the 
CPC outlooks that 
best enhance their 
messaging, and 
can zoom in/crop 
as needed. 

https://www.cp
c.ncep.noaa.go
v/products/pred
ictions/long_ran
ge/ for the 
needed 3 
month outlook 

Days 8-14 Outlook

● Temperature outlooks favor above 
normal temperatures.

● Near to below normal precipitation 
is currently expected. 

Seasonal Outlook

● La Nina conditions are fading with 
Neutral conditions expected going 
through spring.

● There are no strong signals for 
temperature or precipitation odds 
through May in our area.

● Precipitation chances exist over the 
next 7 days but are not expected to 
significantly alter the current river 
flood outlook conditions. 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
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Long Range Flood Outlook

Format of this information is up to individual offices. Some options include: 
- Maps of 25th, 50th, 75th percentile LRO forecast points (suggested to at 

least include 50th somewhere) 
- LRO information is now available in the CR BIG (Briefing Image Generator)
- Tables with forecast points that list the probability of exceeding 

minor/moderate/major flood stage 
- Chance of exceedance graphics for a given forecast point
- Weekly level exceedance outlook graphics for a given point 
- Area map of percent chance of minor/moderate/major flooding and/or 

percent difference in reaching minor/moderate/major flooding versus 
historical average 

- Provide a high end flood threat (5-25th percentile), 50th percentile, and low 
end flood threat (75-95th percentile).

25% or Greater of 
Exceeding the 

Following Flood 
Levels:

Major

Moderate

Minor

No Flooding Expected

10% or Greater of 
Exceeding the 

Following Flood 
Levels:

Major

Moderate

Minor

No Flooding Expected

Most Likely Scenario = No Flooding. Lower Probability Scenarios Highlight James and Vermillion

Least Likely ScenarioLess Likely Scenario

https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.html
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Additional Resources
NWS Sioux Falls Website

NWS Sioux Falls Flood 
Resource Page

National Water Prediction 
Services

NWS Sioux Falls Drought 
Resource Page

Flood Safety Information

USGS National Water 
Dashboard

USACE Missouri River Water 
Management Division

Next Scheduled Update
● Only if needed with another planned issuance.

Copy and 
paste key 
messages 
from first 
slide

Key Messages
● Spring river flood risk is below normal over the 

next 90 days. 

● Typical spring snowmelt flood factors have largely 
been removed. 

○ Some ground frost remains north of I-90 and 
would leave some risk of enhanced runoff.

○ Precipitation chances over the next 7 days are 
not expected to have a significant impact on 
the flood risk probabilities. 

● Drought is ongoing and may persist.

● Future precipitation would be the primary driver 
should any flood risk ultimately develop. 

○ Reminder: Recent significant flood events 
across the state have been a result of early 
summer heavy rainfall events, not spring 
snowmelt. 

Issued March 12, 2026 - Valid March 15th through June 13th

https://www.weather.gov/fsd/
http://weather.gov/fsd/flooding
http://weather.gov/fsd/flooding
http://weather.gov/fsd/drought
http://weather.gov/fsd/drought
https://www.weather.gov/safety/flood
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=default&view=%7B%22basemap%22%3A%22StamenTonerLite%22%2C%22bounds%22%3A%22-104.7216796875%2C40.019201307686785%2C-86.2646484375%2C47.15984001304432%22%2C%22insetMap%22%3Afalse%2C%22panel%22%3A%7B%22checkbox%22%3A%220%2C19%2C20%2C21%2C22%22%2C%22range%22%3A%220%3A1.0%2C1%3A1.0%2C2%3A1.0%2C3%3A1.0%2C4%3A1.0%2C5%3A1.0%2C6%3A1.0%2C7%3A0.8%2C8%3A0.3%2C9%3A0.5%2C10%3A0.5%2C11%3A0.5%2C12%3A0.5%2C13%3A0.5%2C14%3A0.5%2C15%3A0.5%2C16%3A1.0%2C17%3A1.0%2C18%3A1.0%2C19%3A1.0%22%2C%22select%22%3A%220%3A0%2C1%3A0%2C2%3A0%2C3%3A0%2C4%3A0%2C5%3A0%2C6%3A0%2C7%3A0%2C8%3A0%2C9%3A0%2C10%3A0%2C11%3A0%2C12%3A1%2C13%3A0%2C14%3A0%2C15%3A0%2C16%3A0%2C17%3A0%2C18%3A0%22%7D%7D
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=default&view=%7B%22basemap%22%3A%22StamenTonerLite%22%2C%22bounds%22%3A%22-104.7216796875%2C40.019201307686785%2C-86.2646484375%2C47.15984001304432%22%2C%22insetMap%22%3Afalse%2C%22panel%22%3A%7B%22checkbox%22%3A%220%2C19%2C20%2C21%2C22%22%2C%22range%22%3A%220%3A1.0%2C1%3A1.0%2C2%3A1.0%2C3%3A1.0%2C4%3A1.0%2C5%3A1.0%2C6%3A1.0%2C7%3A0.8%2C8%3A0.3%2C9%3A0.5%2C10%3A0.5%2C11%3A0.5%2C12%3A0.5%2C13%3A0.5%2C14%3A0.5%2C15%3A0.5%2C16%3A1.0%2C17%3A1.0%2C18%3A1.0%2C19%3A1.0%22%2C%22select%22%3A%220%3A0%2C1%3A0%2C2%3A0%2C3%3A0%2C4%3A0%2C5%3A0%2C6%3A0%2C7%3A0%2C8%3A0%2C9%3A0%2C10%3A0%2C11%3A0%2C12%3A1%2C13%3A0%2C14%3A0%2C15%3A0%2C16%3A0%2C17%3A0%2C18%3A0%22%7D%7D
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/MRWM/Current-Conditions/
https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/MRWM/Current-Conditions/

