DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE

and NATURAL RESOURCES
JOE FOSS BUILDING

523 E CAPITOL AVE

PIERRE SD 57501-3182

danr.sd.gov

April 17, 2025

Jonathan Bussmus
24903 404t Avenue
Mitchell, SD 57301

Subject: Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources File Number —
2025.041, pertaining to a dry fertilizer spill that occurred due to a
transportation accident on 403 Avenue west of Mitchell, SD.

Dear Mr. Bussmus,

The Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources (DANR) is contacting you
regarding the above referenced matter. A copy of the initial spill report form is
enclosed.

Based upon the information provided, a truck carrying a 50,000 pound dry fertilizer
mixture, tipped into a ditch, spilling up to 70% of the load. The procedures for
performing cleanup work in response to releases such as this, were developed to
prevent pollution of the state’s water resources. In this case, DANR requires the
following work be performed (DANR is aware some of the following actions have
already occurred):

o Pick up the spilled fertilizer and scrape the surface of the ditch or utilize a vac
system to remove visible granules of fertilizer from the ditch. Reseed the ditch if
applicable;

o Take photographs of the ditch following cleanup to document the cleanup actions;

o Fertilizer contaminated/mixed with soil and grass must either be disposed at a
permitted municipal soil waste landfill or land applied for use as a fertilizer. If land
application is performed as directed by an agronomist, DANR pre-approval of land
application will not be required,;

o Any contaminated fertilizer that is stockpiled, must be placed on and covered by
impermeable material or stored inside a building;

o By May 17, 2025, submit a post cleanup photograph and landfill receipts (if
applicable) along with the enclosed Written Contamination Incident Follow Up
Report form (this is a standard form so you can skip the questions that do not apply
to your situation).

Jamison Smith will be the project manager for this case. He will review all information
you provide and will contact you if he has questions or if additional cleanup is required.



Please do not hesitate to contact Jamison if you have questions. Thank you for your
cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

Trish Kindt
Inspection, Compliance, and Remediation Program
Phone: (605) 773-3296

Enclosure

ccle: JD Farley, DANR
Jeff Bathke, Davison County Emergency Manager
Cody Plamp, Central Farmers Coop
Rusty Weinberg, Davison County Highway Department
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Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources Business Hours M - F 8:00-5:00 pm
Inspection, Compliance, and Remediation Program Normal Business Hours- (605)773-3296
523 East Capitol Avenue After Business Hours- (605) 773-3231

Pierre, South Dakota 57501






