






Family Assistance                                

 
What Is Family Assistance?  

    
 

Family Assistance provides a focal point of information through Six Essential Services. Family 
Assistance Centers are critical in providing help to all military families. This holds especially true 
for geographically dispersed families who are unable to access services at a local base, 
installation, or fort. In other words, Family Assistance personnel are the “Easy Button” for 
assistance and referral for families.  

 
The Six Essential Services:   
 
Crisis Intervention and Referral 
   - Provide assistance with the following: 

1. Domestic Abuse 
2. Child Abuse/Neglect 
3. Danger to Self and/or Others 
4. Abuse/Neglect of a Vulnerable Adult 

 

Legal Resource and Referral 
1. Assistance with Power of Attorney/ Wills 
2. Information and assistance with Service 

Members Civil Relief Act 
3. Assistance with referral for ESGR  

 

Financial Resource and Referral 
1. Understanding Military Pay 
2. Assistance with financial assistance and loan 

applications through the American Red 
Cross 

3. Referral to the availability of outside grants 
4. Provide referrals for budgeting classes 

 
 

TRICARE Resource and Referral 
1. Provide general information on insurance 

benefits 
2. Assist with TRICARE Medical and Dental 

applications 
3. Assist with finding local participating 

providers 
4. Assist with writing letters to challenge claim 

denials 
 
ID Cards and DEERS 

1. Provide information on DEERS Rapids Centers 
2. Assist with obtaining an ID card 

 

Community Information and Outreach 
   - Provide a list of local Community resources, 
including but not limited to the following: 

1. Assist with Child Care resource and referral 
2. Assist with referral to local financial resources 
3. Assist with finding a local FRG to assist with 

Family Readiness 
 
 
 
 

South Dakota 

1.800.658.3930 

1.800.658.3930 

Kaylie Sterud 
Rapid City 

Family Assistance Center Specialist 
Contractor - HRCI 

605.737.6970 ~ 605.415.0471 
kaylie.m.sterud.ctr@mail.mil 

Ruth Ragels 
Mitchell 

Family Assistance Center Specialist 
Contractor – HRCI 

605.877.2517 ~ 605.877.2517 
ruth.e.ragels.ctr@mail.mil 

Sheri Bartunek 
Rapid City 

Family Assistance Center Coordinator 
Contractor - HRCI 

605.737.6079 ~ 605.381.2859 
sherlyn.j.bartunek.ctr@mail.mil 

Rachel VanderZee 
Sioux Falls 

Family Assistance Center Specialist 
Contractor - HRCI 

605.988.5972 ~ 605.415.2481 
rachel.a.vanderzee.ctr@mail.mil 

Kim Chase 
Brookings 

Family Assistance Center Specialist 
Contractor - HRCI 

605.696.5416 ~ 605.415.1013 
kimberly.k.chase.ctr@mail.mil 

Corinne Mahlen 
Watertown 

Family Assistance Center Specialist 
Contractor - HRCI 

605.882.9375 ~ 605.415.0010 
corinne.m.mahlen.ctr@mail.mil 

Please take a few minutes and complete our survey at:  http://go.usa.gov/3WEsQ 

Sarah Neugebauer 
Rapid City 

Family Assistance Center Specialist 
Contractor - HRCI 

605.737.6970 ~ 605.XXX.XXXX 
sarah.j.neugebauer.ctr@mail.mil 

www.facebook.com/sdfamilyassistance 









HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INCIDENT 

MAJOR INCIDENT REPORTING FORM 

1. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

DATE: January 22, 2016    TIME: 15:15   AGENCY: EM 

NAME: Mark Jenniges    PHONE: 605-995-8640 

2. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TYPE OF INCIDENT: On January 22, 2016 at about 1440 Auditor Susan Kiepke went into Deputy 

Director of Emergency Management Jenniges's office to inform him that a Davison County employee, 

Louis Murtha, back into a fuel pump at the Highway Department.  Jenniges arrived on scene at 1455.  

Two fuel pumps were damaged and the emergency shut off switch was used to stop the fuel to all pumps 

located at this facility.  Two gallons of diesel spilled onto the adjacent concrete.  Baker Electric was on 

scene to disconnect the damage fuel pumps and install the old fuel pumps that were still in storage. 

 

Jenniges called DENR to see if it was a reportable incident do the value in damage done to the pumps.  

No report was needed, but they would just make a note incase more fuel was found to be leaking 

underground, which never was never discovered. 

 

 

LOCATION: Davison County Highway Department, 1224 West 5th Ave, Mitchell, SD 57301       

INJURIES: None 

CONTAINER TYPE:  Fuel Pumps   PLACARD #: None    

CHEMICAL: Disel Fuel      FORM: Liquid   

AMOUNT: 2 gal      SPILL SIZE: 2 gal 

MOVEMENT:  The spill was contained to the concrete surronding the fuel pumps. 

 

3. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

ENDANGERED AREA: none 

POPULATION AREA:  on-site facility 

IMMEDIATE THREAT:  HUMAN   WILDLIFE  WATER   FISH    OTHER       

CURRENT OR POTENTIAL HEALTH PROBLEMS: None 

4. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

CURRENT OR POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS: None 

WATER BODIES/STREAMS INVOLVED: None 

WHAT MEDIA WAS AFFECTED BY THE RELEASE:  Air   

5. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

CURRENT WEATHER CONDITIONS AT SCENE: Fair  

WIND SPEED: 11.5mph DIRECTION: SSW   TEMPERATURE: 39  CLIMATE: Clear 

6. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

SHIPPER/MANUFACTURER: ADDRESS: Davison County Highway Department, 1224 West 5th Ave, 

Mitchell, SD 57301  

PHONE: 605-995-8625   DRIVER NAME: Louis Murtha 



INSURANCE COMPANY/POLICY/ADDRESS/PHONE: Unknown 

7. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

AGENCIES ON SCENE: Facility Staff, Baker Electric, Davison County EM 

DUTY OFFICER CALLED (605-773-3231): Duty officer was not called. 

 

Photo of Damage to Pumps: 

 

Photo of Replacement Pumps. 

 









The South Dakota Office of Homeland Security would like to welcome you to attend 

our 2016 Homeland Security Conference at the Sioux Falls Convention Center in 

Sioux Falls, SD on May 3-5, 2016. On-Site Conference Registration will begin at 

9AM on May 3rd.  

Since 2003, the South Dakota Office of Homeland Security has taken steps to enhance the 

protection of our citizens and our critical infrastructure through partnerships at all levels. 

We have invested in strengthening our response to all hazards and strengthening our 

critical infrastructure. Threats to our well-being are constantly evolving, creating more 

challenges we must face and overcome. The South Dakota 2016 Homeland Security 

Conference will provide opportunities to enhance knowledge of emerging threats through 

presentations and provide opportunities to forge new alliances through networking.  

Target Audience 

This conference is intended for law enforcement, firefighters, public health officials, 

schools administrators, emergency medical services, emergency managers, tribal leaders, 

security managers, and government at the local, tribal, state, and federal levels.  

  



Conference Agenda 

 

Plenary Speakers 

1. The Blue Cell:The Blue Cell, LLC is a by design planning company with a primary 

focus on education and training for government at all levels, non governmental agencies 

and private sector entities engaged in incident and emergency management activities. 

Secondary initiatives at the company include exercise design and facilitation and 

planning services.  

     Title of Session: Incident Response to Terrorist Bombing  



2. John Strand- Black Hills Information Security (BHIS): John Strand is the owner of 

Black Hills Information Security (BHIS), and has both consulted and taught hundreds of 

organizations in the areas of cybersecurity, regulatory compliance, and penetration 

testing.  John is also an instructor and course author of BlackHat’s “Active Defense, 

Offensive Countermeasures, and Hacking Back” and the SANS Institute’s “Hacker Tools, 

Techniques, Exploits and Incident Handling” classes.   

     Title of Session: Cybersecurity/The Current State of Security is Broken, Let's Start 

Over Again!  

3. Jim Severson, Harold Timmerman & Sheriff Dennis Johnson- Lincoln County, 

SD: Harold Timmerman has been the County Emergency Manager for Lincoln County 

since 2002. Harold is a volunteer firefighter for Lennox Volunteer Fire Department s ince 

1970 and served as Chief for eight years. Harold has been a board member of The South 

Dakota Incident Management Assistance Team (IMAT) since its inception, serving as 

Incident Commander and Operations Section Chief. In addition, Harold is an Emergency 

Management Representative to the South Dakota Public Safety Communications Council 

that oversees and manages the South Dakota State Radio system.  

Sheriff Dennis Johnson began his law enforcement career in 1977 when he joined the US 

Army as a military policeman. He entered South Dakota law enforcement in January 1981 

and served in the Harrisburg and Canton Police Departments until he was elected Lincoln 

County Sheriff in 1998. He took office in January 1999 and has served in that capacity 

since. Sheriff Johnson is the current president of the South Dakota Sheriffs’ Association 

and has served or is currently serving on numerous other law enforcement related boards 

as well as a number of other non-profit board of directors.  

Jim Severson has worked in Law Enforcement and Corrections in South Dakota since 

1981. Jim has been with the SD Division of Criminal Investigation (DCI) since 1995. 

Shortly after 9-11, Jim was assigned to the SD Joint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF) in 

Sioux Falls. Jim spent 3 years on the JTTF and worked various cases involving domestic 

and international terrorism. Jim also attended numerous trainings in regards to terrorism 

and taught several classes throughout the state to various agencies. Jim is currently 

assigned to the DCI office in Canton, SD and responded to both of the active shooter 

situations in Lincoln County in 2015.    

     Title of Session: Harrisburg School Shooting Breakdown  

4. Don Hughes: Donald Hughes began his Firefighter / Paramedic career in 1984 and is 

currently the Fire and Paramedic Chief for the City of Satellite Beach, Florida. During his 

career, Chief Hughes has served in various command roles in large scale natural and 

man-made disasters, including Florida Fire Storms, 2004 Florida Hurricane Season, and 

Deep Water Horizon. Chief Hughes is also a Unit Commander for the U.S Department of 



Health and Human Services, Disaster Medical Assistance Team (DMAT),  a mobile 

medical asset provides medical care in disaster zones with a team of physicians, mid -

level practitioners, nurses and paramedics. Chief Hughes deployed to various disasters 

including Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and Sandy. Chief Hughes is a senior adjunct 

instructor for the United States National Fire Academy, lecturing nationwide on 

Fireground Incident Management, Disaster Incident Management, Fire Service 

Leadership, Firefighter Health and Safety and EMS Research.   

     Title of Session: Unified Response to an Emergency Incident  

Breakout Speakers: 

1. Brad Patrick-Burlington Northern Railway: Mr. Patrick, started with Burlington 

Northern Railroad in 1991 as a Corporate Industrial Hygienist. He became the Assistant 

Director of Hazardous Materials Safety in 1992. Upon Burlington Northern's merger with 

Santa Fe in January 1996, Patrick became the Manager of Hazardous Materials Field 

Operation and Emergency Response and was promoted to the Asst. Director of Hazardous 

Materials in 2002, Director Hazardous Materials in 2014 and to General Director, 

Hazardous Materials Safety in 2015. Additionally, Patrick is a Certified Industrial 

Hygienist and a Certified Safety Professional.  

     Title of Session: Railroad Hazmat Emergency Preparedness and Response  

2. Raquel Lackey & Kristin Cox: Raquel Lackey is a Certified Public Accountant  and is 

currently serves on the boards of both HOPE Animal-Assisted Crisis Response and 

Reading with Rover, crisis and therapy animal nonprofit organizations.  Raquel has been 

working with her dogs in both arenas of Animal-assisted Therapy and Animal-assisted 

Crisis Response since 2010.  

Kristin L. Cox, MA, has coordinated resiliency support for the past 23 years for first 

responder agencies.  She has served as the Board President of the Washington State 

Critical Incident Stress Management Network (CISM) & served on the Oregon State 

Network board as well.  She is an experienced CISM technical specialist with NIMS Type 

1 incident experience and has coordinated responses to numerous line of duty deaths, 

search and rescue cases, suicides, Hurricane Katrina, WA State Wildland Fires 2015 and 

aircraft disasters. She has worked closely with Seattle Fire and Police departments, the 

Department of Defense, Canadian Coast Guard, corrections departments, state, non -profit 

and mental health agencies.  

     Title of Session: Adding Animal Assistance into a Response Team   

3. Timothy Smith & Ann Hammer- DHS Domestic Nuclear Detection Office 

(DNDO): Ann Hammer is a Systems Analyst at Sandia National Laboratories supporting 



multiple U.S. Department of Homeland Security programs for the past 5 years. Some of 

her recent work involves building radiological/nuclear detection capability with state and 

local partners across the U.S. Ms. Hammer’s other experience has included developing 

national level guidance documents for indoor and outdoor BioWatch Program operations 

as well as supporting the acquisition of new biodetection technologies for this nationwide 

program; performing modeling and simulation analysis to inform the security strategy for 

the new World Trade Center Complex; deploying an integrated modeling and mapping 

tool to support FEMA exercises; and most recently studying use cases for a methodology 

developed to determine supply chain risks for cyber attacks.   

Timothy Smith is with the Department of Homeland Security, DNDO and will be 

copresenting with Ann Hammer. 

     Title of Session: DNDO Assistance Program and the Current Radiological/Nuclear 

Threat 

4. Andrew Dolan- Mutli-State Information Sharing & Analysis Center: The MS-ISAC 

is the focal point for cyber threat prevention, protection, response and recovery for the 

nation's state, local, tribal and territorial (SLTT) governments. The MS-ISAC 24x7 

cybersecurity operations center provides real-time network monitoring, early cyber threat 

warnings and advisories, vulnerability identification, mitigation, and incident response. 

     Title of Session: Current Cybersecurity Threat/How Can Employees Lessen the 

Threat. 

5. Douglas J. DeLancey-DHS Office of Bombing Prevention: Doug DeLancey is a 

South Dakota native and former Army Colonel who graduated from the United States 

Military Academy at West Point and has been deployed multiple times in Airborne, 

Mechanized and Air Assault Infantry units to Iraq, Africa, Panama, and Afghanistan in 

support of the Improvised Explosive Device fight.  He has been awarded the Legion of 

Merit, three Bronze Stars and an Army Commendation Medal for Valor and is a graduate 

of Army Airborne and Ranger School.  He retired from the Army in 2010 and currently 

serves as a civilian in the Department of Homeland Security’s Office for Bombing 

Prevention. 

     Title of Session: Developing Capabilities for Countering Improvised Explosive 

Devices 

6. Jonathan L. Watson- FBI, Minneapolis Division: Jonathan L. Watson has been an 

FBI intelligence analyst for 11 years. His work focuses on the African terrorist group al-

Shabaab. Previously he served as Chief Reports Officer for FBI Minneapolis Division. 

Jon is a licensed attorney and holds a graduate degree in homeland security leadership 

from George Washington University. He is a frequent public speaker on terrorism and 



intelligence matters. 

     Title of Session: International Terrorism from a Midwest Perspective  

7. Sarah Miller- National Disaster Preparedness Training Center: Sarah Miller is a 

Certified Emergency Manager (CEM) who is currently an independent emergenc y 

management trainer and consultant. She most recently served more than 9 years as the 

Emergency Manager for the City of Auburn, Washington. Her 25+ years of public service 

includes 12 years as a public safety dispatcher and 9 years as a search and rescue 

volunteer. She currently works with a number of FEMA training partners to deliver 

courses across the country on topics including social media, whole community, 

situational awareness, ICS, and CERT, as well as teaching in the National Basic and 

Advanced Emergency Management Academies.  

     Title of Session: How to Use Social Media in an Emergency Situation  

8. Jayson Hagen & Mike Koutnik- ESRI Mapping: Jayson Hagen, Solutions Engineer, 

ESRI, St. Charles, MO.  Jayson has been with ESRI for 3 years and focuses on assisting 

state government agencies in the Midwest in identifying and applying the Geographic 

Information System (GIS) to support their missions.   

Mike Koutnik, Account Manager, ESRI, Eagan, MN.  Mike has been with ESRI for 21 

years and has worked with state governments during his entire tenure with ESRI.  He has 

worked with emergency management agencies in seven Midwest states.  

     Title of Session: Enhancing Emergency Readiness and Response through the Power 

of GIS 



 

Hotel Information: 

 

WHEN 

Tuesday, May 3, 2016 at 1:00 PM - Thursday, May 5, 2016 at 12:00 PM (CDT)  

WHERE 

Sioux Falls Convention Center - 1201 Northwest Avenue, Sioux Falls, SD 

57104 -  
 



HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INCIDENT 

MAJOR INCIDENT REPORTING FORM 

1. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

DATE: March 8, 2016    TIME: Afternoon   AGENCY: EM 

NAME: Mark Jenniges    PHONE: 605-995-8640 

2. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TYPE OF INCIDENT: On March 8, 2016 Rick Lancaster from DENR sent an email stating about 100 

gallons of CIP (cleaning solution) had been spilled upon a gravel area within the facility (near the cooling 

towers).  The product was recovered via vac truck provided by Benders.  On the afternoon o March 9, 

2016, Logan Tuet emailed the same information Rick Lancaster emailed the day before.  No solution 

made it to any storm water conveyances. 

 

Jenniges called and reported the incident to Doug Gorham on March 9, 2016. 

 

LOCATION: Poet Facility 40509 247th Street, Loomis, SD 57301       

INJURIES: None 

CONTAINER TYPE:  Unknown   PLACARD #: None    

CHEMICAL: CIS (cleaning solution)      FORM: Liquid   

AMOUNT: 100 gal      SPILL SIZE: 100 gal 

MOVEMENT:  The spill was on gravel and was vaccumed up within a hour and half, before it could 

move to storm water conveyances. 

 

3. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

ENDANGERED AREA: none 

POPULATION AREA:  on-site facility 

IMMEDIATE THREAT:  HUMAN   WILDLIFE  WATER   FISH    OTHER       

CURRENT OR POTENTIAL HEALTH PROBLEMS: None 

4. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

CURRENT OR POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS: None 

WATER BODIES/STREAMS INVOLVED: None 

WHAT MEDIA WAS AFFECTED BY THE RELEASE:  Air   

5. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

CURRENT WEATHER CONDITIONS AT SCENE: Overcast  

WIND SPEED: 20.7mph DIRECTION: NW   TEMPERATURE: 44  CLIMATE: Overcast 

6. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

SHIPPER/MANUFACTURER: ADDRESS: Poet Facility 40509 247th Street, Loomis, SD 57301  

PHONE: 605-995-4213   DRIVER NAME: no driver 

INSURANCE COMPANY/POLICY/ADDRESS/PHONE: Unknown 

7. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

AGENCIES ON SCENE: Facility Staff, Benders 

DUTY OFFICER CALLED (605-773-3231): Duty officer was called on March 9th. 



 

Exercise Date & Location:  
May 11, 2016, Virtual Tabletop Exercise – Multiple Locations   

 
  
Exercise Length:  4 Hours.  Start time is 11:00 A.M. Central Standard Time (CST) and end time is 3:00 P.M. CST.  
 

Exercise Description:  
This exercise is set as crude oil transported by rail disaster based off resent events, such as the Lac-Mégantic, Quebec and 

Montgomery, WV train derailment, explosion and fire. There also have been several high-profile Bakken oil events in 

North Dakota, Alabama &Virginia in the past few years. This exercise is one of a series of Virtual Tabletop Exercises 

(VTTX) that are offered by the Emergency Management Institute (EMI).  This VTTX differs from other tabletop 

exercises in that it will be conducted using Video-Teleconference (VTC) technology (not Adobe Connect© or Go To 

Meeting™), and is intended to provide an opportunity for responders across the Nation to simultaneously participate in a 

facilitated discussion. This can be used to assess plans, policies, training and procedures.  Lead facilitation for the exercise 

will be coordinated by EMI, with local facilitation provided by the participating agency. 
 

 Exercise Goal:  
This virtual exercise will enable the participants to exercise their knowledge, skills, and abilities needed to effectively 

conduct all-hazards emergency preparedness, response and recovery.  Overall goals include: 
 

1.) Prepare participants for a Bakken oil disaster scenario and how it will affect their community. 

2.) Enable participants to better coordinate their response operations with counterparts from local governments, other 

state governments, Federal agencies, tribal, private sector organizations, and non-governmental agencies 

3.) Provide a virtual education environment to exercise and enhance critical tasks. 
 

Target Audience:  

The VTTX program is designed for a “community-based” group (not individual participation) of personnel from Federal, 

local, tribal or state emergency management organizations with representation from all Emergency Management 

disciplines - public safety, public works, public health, health care, government, administrative, communications, military, 

private sector, non-governmental and other whole community partners involved during a real world event. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

No.   Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Course: V-0031 - Virtual Tabletop Exercise Series (VTTX) –  

Haz Mat (Bakken - Oil) Transportation (Rail) Focus 
 



 

 No   

 

Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

 

 

Page 2 

 
Exercise Design 
This VTTX is designed to engage the participants in a no fault, hazard-specific exercise discussion.  The lead facilitation 

will occur via VTC from the EMI campus, and will be complimented by a dedicated local agency facilitator at each VTC 

site.  
 

The VTTX will be supported by an Exercise and Coordination Facilitation Guide, which will include all required 

logistical information (room layout, connection instructions, etc.), as well as facilitation and hot wash instructions, which 

will be provided upon enrollment. 
 

The VTTX will consist of:  

 A hazard awareness briefing on the scenario hazard.  

 Three discussion modules presented by the EMI facilitator. 

 Local discussion with guided questions facilitated by an on-site facilitator. 

 Brief-outs from each participating location after each module. 
 

Participation Requirements: 
The VTTX will be limited to approximately 10-15 locations per exercise.  Participants must have an appropriate site 

equipped with VTC capability that can access the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) VTC site 

(connection information will be provided by EMI).  Participating locations will be responsible for local exercise logistics, 

and should designate an exercise coordinator to implement the logistical requirements for the exercise.  In addition, the 

location must provide a person capable of facilitating the on-site portion of exercise.  Electronic copies of the related 

exercise materials (Situation Manual) will be provided two weeks prior to the event date by EMI. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  









The South Dakota Office of Homeland Security would like to welcome you to attend 

our 2016 Homeland Security Conference at the Sioux Falls Convention Center in 

Sioux Falls, SD on May 3-5, 2016. On-Site Conference Registration will begin at 

9AM on May 3rd.  

Since 2003, the South Dakota Office of Homeland Security has taken steps to enhance the 

protection of our citizens and our critical infrastructure through partnerships at all levels. 

We have invested in strengthening our response to all hazards and strengthening our 

critical infrastructure. Threats to our well-being are constantly evolving, creating more 

challenges we must face and overcome. The South Dakota 2016 Homeland Security 

Conference will provide opportunities to enhance knowledge of emerging threats through 

presentations and provide opportunities to forge new alliances through networking.  

Target Audience 

This conference is intended for law enforcement, firefighters, public health officials, 

schools administrators, emergency medical services, emergency managers, tribal leaders, 

security managers, and government at the local, tribal, state, and federal levels.  

  



Conference Agenda 

 

Plenary Speakers 

1. The Blue Cell:The Blue Cell, LLC is a by design planning company with a primary 

focus on education and training for government at all levels, non governmental agencies 

and private sector entities engaged in incident and emergency management activities. 

Secondary initiatives at the company include exercise design and facilitation and 

planning services.  

     Title of Session: Incident Response to Terrorist Bombing  



2. John Strand- Black Hills Information Security (BHIS): John Strand is the owner of 

Black Hills Information Security (BHIS), and has both consulted and taught hundreds of 

organizations in the areas of cybersecurity, regulatory compliance, and penetration 

testing.  John is also an instructor and course author of BlackHat’s “Active Defense, 

Offensive Countermeasures, and Hacking Back” and the SANS Institute’s “Hacker Tools, 

Techniques, Exploits and Incident Handling” classes.   

     Title of Session: Cybersecurity/The Current State of Security is Broken, Let's Start 

Over Again!  

3. Jim Severson, Harold Timmerman & Sheriff Dennis Johnson- Lincoln County, 

SD: Harold Timmerman has been the County Emergency Manager for Lincoln County 

since 2002. Harold is a volunteer firefighter for Lennox Volunteer Fire Department s ince 

1970 and served as Chief for eight years. Harold has been a board member of The South 

Dakota Incident Management Assistance Team (IMAT) since its inception, serving as 

Incident Commander and Operations Section Chief. In addition, Harold is an Emergency 

Management Representative to the South Dakota Public Safety Communications Council 

that oversees and manages the South Dakota State Radio system.  

Sheriff Dennis Johnson began his law enforcement career in 1977 when he joined the US 

Army as a military policeman. He entered South Dakota law enforcement in January 1981 

and served in the Harrisburg and Canton Police Departments until he was elected Lincoln 

County Sheriff in 1998. He took office in January 1999 and has served in that capacity 

since. Sheriff Johnson is the current president of the South Dakota Sheriffs’ Association 

and has served or is currently serving on numerous other law enforcement related boards 

as well as a number of other non-profit board of directors.  

Jim Severson has worked in Law Enforcement and Corrections in South Dakota since 

1981. Jim has been with the SD Division of Criminal Investigation (DCI) since 1995. 

Shortly after 9-11, Jim was assigned to the SD Joint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF) in 

Sioux Falls. Jim spent 3 years on the JTTF and worked various cases involving domestic 

and international terrorism. Jim also attended numerous trainings in regards to terrorism 

and taught several classes throughout the state to various agencies. Jim is currently 

assigned to the DCI office in Canton, SD and responded to both of the active shooter 

situations in Lincoln County in 2015.    

     Title of Session: Harrisburg School Shooting Breakdown  

4. Don Hughes: Donald Hughes began his Firefighter / Paramedic career in 1984 and is 

currently the Fire and Paramedic Chief for the City of Satellite Beach, Florida. During his 

career, Chief Hughes has served in various command roles in large scale natural and 

man-made disasters, including Florida Fire Storms, 2004 Florida Hurricane Season, and 

Deep Water Horizon. Chief Hughes is also a Unit Commander for the U.S Department of 



Health and Human Services, Disaster Medical Assistance Team (DMAT),  a mobile 

medical asset provides medical care in disaster zones with a team of physicians, mid -

level practitioners, nurses and paramedics. Chief Hughes deployed to various disasters 

including Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and Sandy. Chief Hughes is a senior adjunct 

instructor for the United States National Fire Academy, lecturing nationwide on 

Fireground Incident Management, Disaster Incident Management, Fire Service 

Leadership, Firefighter Health and Safety and EMS Research.   

     Title of Session: Unified Response to an Emergency Incident  

Breakout Speakers: 

1. Brad Patrick-Burlington Northern Railway: Mr. Patrick, started with Burlington 

Northern Railroad in 1991 as a Corporate Industrial Hygienist. He became the Assistant 

Director of Hazardous Materials Safety in 1992. Upon Burlington Northern's merger with 

Santa Fe in January 1996, Patrick became the Manager of Hazardous Materials Field 

Operation and Emergency Response and was promoted to the Asst. Director of Hazardous 

Materials in 2002, Director Hazardous Materials in 2014 and to General Director, 

Hazardous Materials Safety in 2015. Additionally, Patrick is a Certified Industrial 

Hygienist and a Certified Safety Professional.  

     Title of Session: Railroad Hazmat Emergency Preparedness and Response  

2. Raquel Lackey & Kristin Cox: Raquel Lackey is a Certified Public Accountant  and is 

currently serves on the boards of both HOPE Animal-Assisted Crisis Response and 

Reading with Rover, crisis and therapy animal nonprofit organizations.  Raquel has been 

working with her dogs in both arenas of Animal-assisted Therapy and Animal-assisted 

Crisis Response since 2010.  

Kristin L. Cox, MA, has coordinated resiliency support for the past 23 years for first 

responder agencies.  She has served as the Board President of the Washington State 

Critical Incident Stress Management Network (CISM) & served on the Oregon State 

Network board as well.  She is an experienced CISM technical specialist with NIMS Type 

1 incident experience and has coordinated responses to numerous line of duty deaths, 

search and rescue cases, suicides, Hurricane Katrina, WA State Wildland Fires 2015 and 

aircraft disasters. She has worked closely with Seattle Fire and Police departments, the 

Department of Defense, Canadian Coast Guard, corrections departments, state, non -profit 

and mental health agencies.  

     Title of Session: Adding Animal Assistance into a Response Team   

3. Timothy Smith & Ann Hammer- DHS Domestic Nuclear Detection Office 

(DNDO): Ann Hammer is a Systems Analyst at Sandia National Laboratories supporting 



multiple U.S. Department of Homeland Security programs for the past 5 years. Some of 

her recent work involves building radiological/nuclear detection capability with state and 

local partners across the U.S. Ms. Hammer’s other experience has included developing 

national level guidance documents for indoor and outdoor BioWatch Program operations 

as well as supporting the acquisition of new biodetection technologies for this nationwide 

program; performing modeling and simulation analysis to inform the security strategy for 

the new World Trade Center Complex; deploying an integrated modeling and mapping 

tool to support FEMA exercises; and most recently studying use cases for a methodology 

developed to determine supply chain risks for cyber attacks.   

Timothy Smith is with the Department of Homeland Security, DNDO and will be 

copresenting with Ann Hammer. 

     Title of Session: DNDO Assistance Program and the Current Radiological/Nuclear 

Threat 

4. Andrew Dolan- Mutli-State Information Sharing & Analysis Center: The MS-ISAC 

is the focal point for cyber threat prevention, protection, response and recovery for the 

nation's state, local, tribal and territorial (SLTT) governments. The MS-ISAC 24x7 

cybersecurity operations center provides real-time network monitoring, early cyber threat 

warnings and advisories, vulnerability identification, mitigation, and incident response. 

     Title of Session: Current Cybersecurity Threat/How Can Employees Lessen the 

Threat. 

5. Douglas J. DeLancey-DHS Office of Bombing Prevention: Doug DeLancey is a 

South Dakota native and former Army Colonel who graduated from the United States 

Military Academy at West Point and has been deployed multiple times in Airborne, 

Mechanized and Air Assault Infantry units to Iraq, Africa, Panama, and Afghanistan in 

support of the Improvised Explosive Device fight.  He has been awarded the Legion of 

Merit, three Bronze Stars and an Army Commendation Medal for Valor and is a graduate 

of Army Airborne and Ranger School.  He retired from the Army in 2010 and currently 

serves as a civilian in the Department of Homeland Security’s Office for Bombing 

Prevention. 

     Title of Session: Developing Capabilities for Countering Improvised Explosive 

Devices 

6. Jonathan L. Watson- FBI, Minneapolis Division: Jonathan L. Watson has been an 

FBI intelligence analyst for 11 years. His work focuses on the African terrorist group al-

Shabaab. Previously he served as Chief Reports Officer for FBI Minneapolis Division. 

Jon is a licensed attorney and holds a graduate degree in homeland security leadership 

from George Washington University. He is a frequent public speaker on terrorism and 



intelligence matters. 

     Title of Session: International Terrorism from a Midwest Perspective  

7. Sarah Miller- National Disaster Preparedness Training Center: Sarah Miller is a 

Certified Emergency Manager (CEM) who is currently an independent emergenc y 

management trainer and consultant. She most recently served more than 9 years as the 

Emergency Manager for the City of Auburn, Washington. Her 25+ years of public service 

includes 12 years as a public safety dispatcher and 9 years as a search and rescue 

volunteer. She currently works with a number of FEMA training partners to deliver 

courses across the country on topics including social media, whole community, 

situational awareness, ICS, and CERT, as well as teaching in the National Basic and 

Advanced Emergency Management Academies.  

     Title of Session: How to Use Social Media in an Emergency Situation  

8. Jayson Hagen & Mike Koutnik- ESRI Mapping: Jayson Hagen, Solutions Engineer, 

ESRI, St. Charles, MO.  Jayson has been with ESRI for 3 years and focuses on assisting 

state government agencies in the Midwest in identifying and applying the Geographic 

Information System (GIS) to support their missions.   

Mike Koutnik, Account Manager, ESRI, Eagan, MN.  Mike has been with ESRI for 21 

years and has worked with state governments during his entire tenure with ESRI.  He has 

worked with emergency management agencies in seven Midwest states.  

     Title of Session: Enhancing Emergency Readiness and Response through the Power 

of GIS 



 

Hotel Information: 

 

WHEN 

Tuesday, May 3, 2016 at 1:00 PM - Thursday, May 5, 2016 at 12:00 PM (CDT)  

WHERE 

Sioux Falls Convention Center - 1201 Northwest Avenue, Sioux Falls, SD 

57104 -  
 



 

Exercise Date & Location:  
May 11, 2016, Virtual Tabletop Exercise – Multiple Locations   

 
  
Exercise Length:  4 Hours.  Start time is 11:00 A.M. Central Standard Time (CST) and end time is 3:00 P.M. CST.  
 

Exercise Description:  
This exercise is set as crude oil transported by rail disaster based off resent events, such as the Lac-Mégantic, Quebec and 

Montgomery, WV train derailment, explosion and fire. There also have been several high-profile Bakken oil events in 

North Dakota, Alabama &Virginia in the past few years. This exercise is one of a series of Virtual Tabletop Exercises 

(VTTX) that are offered by the Emergency Management Institute (EMI).  This VTTX differs from other tabletop 

exercises in that it will be conducted using Video-Teleconference (VTC) technology (not Adobe Connect© or Go To 

Meeting™), and is intended to provide an opportunity for responders across the Nation to simultaneously participate in a 

facilitated discussion. This can be used to assess plans, policies, training and procedures.  Lead facilitation for the exercise 

will be coordinated by EMI, with local facilitation provided by the participating agency. 
 

 Exercise Goal:  
This virtual exercise will enable the participants to exercise their knowledge, skills, and abilities needed to effectively 

conduct all-hazards emergency preparedness, response and recovery.  Overall goals include: 
 

1.) Prepare participants for a Bakken oil disaster scenario and how it will affect their community. 

2.) Enable participants to better coordinate their response operations with counterparts from local governments, other 

state governments, Federal agencies, tribal, private sector organizations, and non-governmental agencies 

3.) Provide a virtual education environment to exercise and enhance critical tasks. 
 

Target Audience:  

The VTTX program is designed for a “community-based” group (not individual participation) of personnel from Federal, 

local, tribal or state emergency management organizations with representation from all Emergency Management 

disciplines - public safety, public works, public health, health care, government, administrative, communications, military, 

private sector, non-governmental and other whole community partners involved during a real world event. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

No.   Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Course: V-0031 - Virtual Tabletop Exercise Series (VTTX) –  

Haz Mat (Bakken - Oil) Transportation (Rail) Focus 
 



 

 No   

 

Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

 

 

Page 2 

 
Exercise Design 
This VTTX is designed to engage the participants in a no fault, hazard-specific exercise discussion.  The lead facilitation 

will occur via VTC from the EMI campus, and will be complimented by a dedicated local agency facilitator at each VTC 

site.  
 

The VTTX will be supported by an Exercise and Coordination Facilitation Guide, which will include all required 

logistical information (room layout, connection instructions, etc.), as well as facilitation and hot wash instructions, which 

will be provided upon enrollment. 
 

The VTTX will consist of:  

 A hazard awareness briefing on the scenario hazard.  

 Three discussion modules presented by the EMI facilitator. 

 Local discussion with guided questions facilitated by an on-site facilitator. 

 Brief-outs from each participating location after each module. 
 

Participation Requirements: 
The VTTX will be limited to approximately 10-15 locations per exercise.  Participants must have an appropriate site 

equipped with VTC capability that can access the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) VTC site 

(connection information will be provided by EMI).  Participating locations will be responsible for local exercise logistics, 

and should designate an exercise coordinator to implement the logistical requirements for the exercise.  In addition, the 

location must provide a person capable of facilitating the on-site portion of exercise.  Electronic copies of the related 

exercise materials (Situation Manual) will be provided two weeks prior to the event date by EMI. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



InfoGramThe

AAR: Crude by Rail Training for First Responders
Production of crude oil from the Bakken region is currently down, but the concerns 
surrounding the transportation of highly volatile crude oil still remains.  The Associ-
ation of American Railroads (AAR) in cooperation with seven major railroad compa-
nies, is now offering “Crude by Rail Web-based Training.” 

The 4-hour long training targets first responders who have railroads passing through 
their jurisdictions. It covers planning and working with the railroads; basic tank rec-
ognition and design; properties of the different types of crude; tactics and incident 
management; and more.

The training is available at no charge to first responders; there is a small fee to all 
others. The program is self-directed and can be taken at the student’s convenience, 
and provides a foundation of needed information and practices students can put to 
work if faced with a crude by rail incident.

(Source: AAR)

Cybersecurity Takes Forefront in New Action Plan
News broke in December of a successful 2013 hacking attack of a dam in New York, 
during which Iranians obtained the ability to control the floodgates. This is not the 
first nor the last time for a breach like this, but each such attack serves as a warning 
of what could happen should the wrong people gain access to the wrong system and 
decide to finally stop playing around.

In fact, two examples of the possibilities came in just the last few weeks. Last month, 
a virus was introduced into the Israeli Electrical Authority, forcing them to “paralyze” 
many of their computers to keep the virus from spreading. A few weeks before that 
the Ukraine suffered the first known power outage caused by highly destructive mal-
ware, leaving hundreds of thousands of homes without power, a hazardous problem 
in a Ukrainian winter.

Experts point to these events and remind us that the dated industrial control systems 
running many critical infrastructure in the United States are just as vulnerable to 
attack, something first responder agencies and departments should consider when 
creating emergency and response plans. For example, not only would fire and public 
health be responding to incidents caused by a large-scale power outage, they will be 
forced to navigate their duties without power as well.

Highlights: 
AAR: Crude by Rail Training 
for First Responders

Cybersecurity Takes 
Forefront in New Action Plan

Countering Violent 
Extremism Website for 
Teens

SAFETY Act Webinar 
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Sector with information concerning the protection of their critical infrastructures.
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This week the president released his final budget proposal, containing direction for the 
creation of a Cybersecurity National Action Plan. The proposed plan includes an in-
vestment of $19 million for actions that would add extra layers of security for personal 
online accounts, modernize government technology to minimize breaches, assistance 
in securing “Internet of Things” devices, and catching and prosecuting cyber criminals. 

(Source: The White House)

Countering Violent Extremism Website for Teens 
High school students are perfect targets for recruitment by violent extremists seeking 
support for their radical ideologies, foreign groups looking for fighters, or for those 
who wish to conduct acts of targeted violence within our borders, as this is often the 
prime time for rebellion and trying to be different while looking for a way to still “fit in.” 
There are several notable cases of teens and college students attempting to join the 
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) in the past few years. While it remains an 
unlikely event, it does happen.

Most extremist recruiting techniques today focus on technology many parents didn’t 
have in their youth: the Internet, texting, cellphones, and peripheral apps and web-
sites. ISIL has been extremely successful using these mediums to recruit fighters and 
maintain their momentum, but other groups use them, too. 

The FBI launched a new website designed to raise awareness of violent extremism 
and help keep teens from being radicalized and recruited. The site’s message – Don’t 
Be a Puppet – is geared to educate impressionable adolescents on the many ways 
recruiters may try to contact them and have them join their cause – whatever that 
cause may be. The interactive site uses videos, activities, and other materials to teach 
about violent extremism and ultimately to free the puppet figure that is displayed 
throughout.

Parents and high schools must be vigilant and educate their students about what 
drives violent extremism and the potential consequences of embracing extremist be-
liefs. Another resource to help this goal is the FBI report “Preventing Violent Extrem-
ism in Schools” (PDF, 1.53 Mb), released in January.

(Source: FBI)

SAFETY Act Webinar
The SAFETY Act, which stands for “The Support Anti-terrorism by Fostering Effective 
Technologies Act,” was first introduced in the Homeland Security Act of 2002 as a way 
to provide incentives and liability protection for individuals and companies interested 
in developing and deploying anti-terrorism technology. 

The types of approved technology already in use include explosive detection, cyber-
security applications, incident management software, cargo screening services, video 
management software, remote sensing, and more. Each qualified technology carries 
the SAFETY Act seal which buyers can seek out when researching goods and ser-
vices. The designation does expire and developers must submit renewal paperwork to 
keep the designation current. 

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is hosting a webinar on Wednesday, 
February 24th from 1:30-2:30 p.m. Eastern to discuss how to effectively submit SAFE-
TY Act renewal applications. Interested parties should register. 

(Source: SAFETY Act)
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DEPARTMENT of ENVIRONMENT
and NATURAL RESOURCES

JOE FOSS BUILDING
523 EAST CAPITOL

PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA 57501-3182

denr.sd.gov

March 25, 2016

Logan Teut
Prairie Ethanol LLC
POET Biorefining - Mitchell
40509 247th Street
Mitchell, SO 57301

Subject: Closure - Department of Environment and Natural Resources Case # 2016.041
Pertaining to a CIP (caustic wash water) spill, Loomis facility

Dear Mr. Teut:

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources' GroundWater Quality Program has
conducted a review of the information you provided concerning the "CIP" spill that occurred
March 08, 2016 at the Loomis facility and has determined that DENR case file #2016.041 can
be closed.

Reports indicate: approximately 100 gallons of CIP spilled upon facility surfaces as the result of
an equipment failure; the spilled product was contained by surface contours to the immediate
area; the product was recovered via "VAC" truck; and the recovered product was returned to the
plant processes. The Ground Water Quality Program does not intend to require additional
assessment or cleanup in response to this reported spill event. The closure status will be
recorded in DENR's release database and can be found at our internet website.
http://arcgis.sd. go vise rverldenrlspills viewerl

The reported cleanup actions initiated in response to this event are consistent with the
expectations of this department. Please be advised that POET Biorefining I Prairie Ethanol
might be required to perform additional assessment and remediation if environmental problems
arise at this site and are determined to be the result of this spill event. Should you have any
questions concerning this letter, please contact Rick Lancaster of my staff at 605.773.3296.
Thank you for your cooperation and the steps taken to protect South Dakota's water resources.

Sinc~rely,_/)IJ/} .4«~117fjIJt£T ~
Bill Markley
Administrator

cc/e: Jeff Bathke, Davison County Emergency Management, Mitchell
AI Spangler, DENR Surface Water Quality Program, Pierre



DEPARTMENT of ENVIRONMENT
and NATURAL RESOURCES

JOE FOSS BUILDING
523 EAST CAPITOL

PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA 57501-3182

denr.sd.gov

March 28, 2016

Jay Oberg
Oberg Trucking
45549 247th Street
Colton, SO 57018

Subject: DENR File Number 2016.048 - Pertaining to a fuel spill that occurred as
the result of a damaged truck tank, 1-90near Mitchell

Dear Mr. Oberg:

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources has recorded information
provided about this event on an initial spill report form (enclosed for your review). It is
our understanding that local responders quickly initiated emergency actions to contain
and recover the spilled diesel. Reports also indicate that the impacted absorbents have
been recovered by the fire department for appropriate disposal at the Mitchell landfill.

The department believes that the actions taken by local responders effectively mitigated
the threat to water resources by containing the spilled fuel primarily to roadway
surfaces. As a result, the DENR Ground Water Quality Program does not intend to
require additional assessment or cleanup actions in response to this spill event. Case
#2015.048 will be placed into the "Closure" category. The closure status will be
recorded in DENR's release database and can be found at our internet website:
http://arcgis. sd.govise rverlden rlsp illsviewerl

Costs associated with the emergency response and cleanup may yet be your
responsibility. In addition, you may also be responsible for employing the services of an
environmental professional if problems arise and are determined to be related to this
spill event.

If you have questions or concerns about this event's closure designation, please contact
Rick Lancaster of my staff at 605.773.3296.

Sincerely,

~/~#~
Bill Markley
Administrator

Ground Water Quality Program

Enclosure

cc/e: Jeff Bathke, Davison County Emergency Management, Mitchell

------------- -- - - --
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DEPARTMENT of ENVIRONMENT
and NATURAL RESOURCES

JOE FOSS BUILDING
523 EAST CAPITOL

PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA 57501-3182

denr.sd.gov

Chet Edinger
Edinger Brothers Partnership
PO Box 1081
Mitchell, SO 57301

June 7,2016

Subject: Department of Environment and Natural Resources File Number 2016.104
Pertaining to the RoundUp PowerMAX spill at 25287 39th Ave in Mount Vernon,
SO

Dear Mr. Edinger:

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources is contacting you regarding the above
referenced event. This office has recorded the information provided about this event on an initial
spill report form (enclosed for your review). The procedures for assessment and remediation of
agricultural chemical releases may require you to coordinate with this department and the SO
Department of Agriculture (SODA). In this situation, the following steps must be taken:

• Recover the spilled product. Stockpiling and land-application of recovered substances
are to be in accordance with SODA rules. Questions can be directed to the SODA at
605.773.4432. You can contact the DENR for disposal options at permitted landfills.
Most disposal methods require sample analysis of the excavated substances to
determine contaminant content and magnitude

• Excavate the impacted gravel
• By July 7,2016, please complete and return the attached Written Contamination Incident

Follow Up Report form (this is a standard form so some questions will not apply to this
situation, just skip those questions). Electronic options for completing the form can be
found at https://www.state.sd.us/eforms/secure/eforms/E0486V4-
SpillsFollowUpReport.pdf

• Please also provide a written narrative detailing the actions taken in response to this
event, to include the final disposition of recovered material, disposal receipts, and post
cleanup pictures.

Kelsey Newling has been assigned as the project manager of this case. Once Kelsey has
reviewed all of the information on this case she will contact you to discuss any further actions
that may be needed. If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not
hesitate to contact Kelsey Newling or me at 605.773.3296. Thank you for your cooperation and
assistance in protecting the quality of South Dakota's natural resources.

Sin.cereIY, I ~ (J rJ£1lck~/y~~
Kim Mcintosh
Environmental Manager

cc: Jeff Bathke, Davison County Emergency Management, Mitchell, SO
Bryan Tipton, SO Department of Agriculture, Pierre, SO
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DEPARTMENT of ENVIRONMENT
and NATURAL RESOURCES

JOE FOSS BUILDING
523 EAST CAPITOL

PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA 57501-3182

denr.sd.gov

Chet Edinger
Edinger Brothers Partnership
PO Box 1081
Mitchell, SO 57301

June 7,2016

Subject: Department of Environment and Natural Resources File Number 2016.104
Pertaining to the RoundUp PowerMAX spill at 25287 39th Ave in Mount Vernon,
SO

Dear Mr. Edinger:

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources is contacting you regarding the above
referenced event. This office has recorded the information provided about this event on an initial
spill report form (enclosed for your review). The procedures for assessment and remediation of
agricultural chemical releases may require you to coordinate with this department and the SO
Department of Agriculture (SODA). In this situation, the following steps must be taken:

• Recover the spilled product. Stockpiling and land-application of recovered substances
are to be in accordance with SODA rules. Questions can be directed to the SODA at
605.773.4432. You can contact the DENR for disposal options at permitted landfills.
Most disposal methods require sample analysis of the excavated substances to
determine contaminant content and magnitude

• Excavate the impacted gravel
• By July 7,2016, please complete and return the attached Written Contamination Incident

Follow Up Report form (this is a standard form so some questions will not apply to this
situation, just skip those questions). Electronic options for completing the form can be
found at https://www.state.sd.us/eforms/secure/eforms/E0486V4-
SpillsFollowUpReport.pdf

• Please also provide a written narrative detailing the actions taken in response to this
event, to include the final disposition of recovered material, disposal receipts, and post
cleanup pictures.

Kelsey Newling has been assigned as the project manager of this case. Once Kelsey has
reviewed all of the information on this case she will contact you to discuss any further actions
that may be needed. If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not
hesitate to contact Kelsey Newling or me at 605.773.3296. Thank you for your cooperation and
assistance in protecting the quality of South Dakota's natural resources.

Sin.cereIY, I ~ (J rJ£1lck~/y~~
Kim Mcintosh
Environmental Manager

cc: Jeff Bathke, Davison County Emergency Management, Mitchell, SO
Bryan Tipton, SO Department of Agriculture, Pierre, SO
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HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INCIDENT 

MAJOR INCIDENT REPORTING FORM 

DUTY OFFICER INFORMATION: 

1. INCIDENT NAME: Davison County UPS HAZMAT Spill 
2. PREPARED BY: Jeff Bathke PHONE: 605-999-2863         DATE: 6-14-2016       TIME: 2340 
3. STATUS: Resolved 
4. LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 

a. NATURE OF INCIDENT: Vehicle Accident with HAZMAT 
b. INCIDENT LOCATION: MM 328, approximately 2 miles west of Mitchell on the east 

bound land of I-90. 
c. INCIDENT CITY: Mitchell, SD 
d. REPORTING AGENCY/NAME: Davison County Emergency Management 

5. CURRENT ORGANIZATION 
a. INCIDENT COMMANDER: Deputy Sheriff Tim Reitzel 
b. COMMAND AGENCY: Davison County Sheriff's Office 
c. CONTACT PHONE: 605-770-7568 

6. RESOURCES SUMMARY 
a. LOCAL RESPONDERS: Davison County Sheriff's Office 
b. STATE: SDHP, SD DOT 
c. FEDERAL: None 
d. VOLUNTEER/PRIVATE: None 

7. INCIDENT SUMMARY 
a. GENERAL 

i. DEATHS: None 
ii. INJURIES: None 

b. DAMAGES: Severe damage to UPS truck (see photos), none to roadway. 
c. SUMMARY: At 2340 on 14 JUN 2016 EM Bathke received a call from Deputy Sheriff 

Reitzel regarding a fuel spill in the east bound lane at MM 328 on I-90. A UPS transport 
truck rear ended another truck. An 80 gallon fuel tank was ripped from the passenger side 
of the UPS truck, spreading fuel on a 100-150 foot long stretch of the passing lane. 
Patrolman Peterson (SDHP) was the Incident Commander. EM Bathke called State Radio 
at 2343 and received a call back from Duty Officer Teresa Tople at 2348. DO Tople 
notified Kelsey Newling with DENR.  
At 0700 on 15 JUN 2016 the SD DOT applied a generous amount of floor dry on the 
Interstate, in an attempt to soak up the fuel. A portion of the fuel, as well as oil, was 
noticed in the median.  
At 0834 on 15 JUN 2016 Kim Mcintosh from DENR called requesting information. She 
was going to call DOT and request the floor dry be captured and properly disposed of, if 
possible.  
At 1113 on 15 JUN 2016 Cory Gabriel (cgabriel@usps.com, 262-216-4264) from UPS 
called to discuss excavation of the soil.  



At 1315 Jeremy Burns from West Central Environmental Consultants 
(burnsj@wcec.com, 320-589-4044) called EM Bathke to inform him of a conversation 
with Cory Gabriel and a plan to excavate the soil. His plan was to have a team on the 
ground on 16 JUN 2016. 
At 1837 on 15 JUN 2016 SGT Peterson of the SDHP provided the following information. 
The cause of the accident is under investigation. The driver of the UPS truck, Raymond 
Lee McClelland, rear ended a semi driven by David John Anderson, owner/operator of 
David Anderson Trucking. Initial information was the Anderson truck was moving 
slowly due to a blown tire, and the UPS truck was traveling at a higher speed.   

8.  DUTY OFFICER CALLED (605-773-3231): Duty officer Tople was called at 1143 on 
14 JUN 2016. 

NON-DUTY OFFICER INFORMATION: 

CONTAINER TYPE: Fuel Tank    PLACARD #: None  
CHEMICAL: Diesel Fuel     FORM: Liquid   
AMOUNT: 80 gal      SPILL SIZE: 80 gal 
MOVEMENT:  The spill was on I-90 and was completely contained to either the roadway or the median. 
The SD DOT applied floor dry on the road surface and UPS was putting a plan together to have the soil 
excavated.  

ENDANGERED AREA: none POPULATION AREA:  None, I-90. 
IMMEDIATE THREAT:  HUMAN   WILDLIFE  WATER   FISH    OTHER       
CURRENT OR POTENTIAL HEALTH PROBLEMS: None 
CURRENT OR POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS: None 
WATER BODIES/STREAMS INVOLVED: None 
WHAT MEDIA WAS AFFECTED BY THE RELEASE:  Soil   
CURRENT WEATHER CONDITIONS AT SCENE: Fair  
WIND SPEED: 8.1 mph         DIRECTION: N      TEMPERATURE: 66.9°     CLIMATE: Partly Cloudy 
SHIPPER/MANUFACTURER: ADDRESS: UPS  
PHONE: Unknown   DRIVER NAME: Raymond Lee McClelland 
INSURANCE COMPANY/POLICY/ADDRESS/PHONE: Unknown 
  



PHOTO #1 
DESCRIPTION: UPS Truck 

 



PHOTO #2 
DESCRIPTION: Soil with oil/fuel 

 

  



PHOTO #3 
DESCRIPTION: Soil with oil/fuel 

 

  



PHOTO #4 
DESCRIPTION: Dicks Roll Off #1 

 

PHOTO #5 
DESCRIPTION: Dicks Roll Off #2 

 

  



PHOTO #6 
DESCRIPTION: Dicks Roll Off #3 

 

PHOTO #7 
DESCRIPTION: Dicks Roll Off #4 

 

 

 



PHOTO #8 
DESCRIPTION: Dicks Roll Off #5 

 

  



PHOTO #9 
DESCRIPTION: DOT Applying Floor Dry-Looking East 

 

 

  



PHOTO #10 
DESCRIPTION: DOT Applying Floor Dry-Looking East 

 

  



PHOTO #11 
DESCRIPTION: Floor Dry-Looking West 

 

 

  



PHOTO #12 
DESCRIPTION: Floor Dry2-Looking West 

 

  



PHOTO #13 
DESCRIPTION: Oil in ditch at 1400 on 15 JUN 2016 

 



HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INCIDENT 

MAJOR INCIDENT REPORTING FORM 

DUTY OFFICER INFORMATION: 

1. INCIDENT NAME: Davison County Cannonball 
2. PREPARED BY: Jeff Bathke PHONE: 605-999-2863         DATE: 7-7-2016       TIME: 1000 
3. STATUS: Resolved 
4. LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 

a. NATURE OF INCIDENT: Unexploded Military Ordinance (Cannonball) 
b. INCIDENT LOCATION: 1601 E. 1st Street 
c. INCIDENT CITY: Mitchell, SD 
d. REPORTING AGENCY/NAME: Davison County Emergency Management 

5. CURRENT ORGANIZATION 
a. INCIDENT COMMANDER: 1LT Rachel Allison 
b. COMMAND AGENCY: Mitchell Police Department 
c. CONTACT PHONE: 605-385-5056 

6. RESOURCES SUMMARY 
a. LOCAL RESPONDERS: Mitchell Police Department 
b. STATE: DCI 
c. FEDERAL: Ellsworth Airforce Base Bomb Squad 
d. VOLUNTEER/PRIVATE: None 

7. INCIDENT SUMMARY 
a. GENERAL 

i. DEATHS: None 
ii. INJURIES: None 

b. DAMAGES: None 
c. SUMMARY: At 1727 on 6 JUL 2016 EM Bathke had a conversation with 

Detective Everson from the Mitchell Police Department about a pending press 
release of a cannonball destroyed after being found by a local resident. A 
cannonball was taken to the landfill and destroyed with C4 by the Ellsworth 
Bomb Squad. EM Bathke contacted Duty Officer Doug Gorham at 0848 on 7 JUL 
2016, with a verbal report; with pending full information once received from the 
MPD.  
The Press Release included: On Thursday June 30, 2016 at approx. 5:20 p.m. The 
Mitchell Department of Public Safety received a report of bowling ball sized, 
Civil War era cannon ball that was inside a building located on the 1600 block of 
E. 1st Avenue in Mitchell, S.D. Further investigation determined that the cannon 
ball contained live explosives and metal balls. The cannon ball was collected from 
the building and was destroyed at the City of Mitchell Landfill in the early 
morning hours on Friday July 1, 2016 by the 28th Civil Engineer Squadron 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal unit from Ellsworth Air Force Base. Two 



explosions destroyed this cannon ball. The last explosion that occurred at 
approximately 4:07 a.m. was heard miles away.  
The owner of this cannonball found the cannon ball under a work bench in a 
relative’s garage in Wessington Springs, S.D. city limits and brought the cannon 
ball back to Mitchell on Sunday, June 26, 2016. The owner then researched 
cannon balls on the internet and discovered that some cannon balls could be 
dangerous. The owner contacted a friend, who confirmed that the cannon ball 
could contain explosives. The owner then contacted law enforcement. Law 
enforcement secured the scene and contacted the Ellsworth’s Explosive Ordnance 

Disposal Section. Members of the E.O.D. unit arrived on scene the evening of 
July 1, examined and collected the cannon ball, transported it to the Mitchell 
Landfill and destroyed it.  
The cannon ball appears to have been in the garage where it was found for several 
years. Is not known how the cannon ball was obtained. There was no property 
damage or injuries associated with this incident. 
Agencies involved with this incident are the Mitchell Police Division, the South 
Dakota Division of Criminal Investigation, the Mitchell Fire Division and the 
28th Civil Engineer Squadron E.O.D. Section. For more information on the 
ordnance disposal, media members should contact 1LT Rachel Allison with the 
28th Bomb Wing Public Affairs Section @ 605-385-5056. 

8.  DUTY OFFICER CALLED (605-773-3231)/emailed (sdoemdutyofficer@state.sd.us): 
Duty officer Gorham was called at 0848 on 7 JUL 2016, with a full report provided at 
1225 on 8 JUL 2016. 

NON-DUTY OFFICER INFORMATION: 

CONTAINER TYPE: Cannonball    PLACARD #: None  
CHEMICAL: Black Powder     FORM: Solid   
AMOUNT: 100 lb. ball      SPILL SIZE: NA 
MOVEMENT:  NA 

ENDANGERED AREA: none POPULATION AREA:  None, landfill. 
IMMEDIATE THREAT:  HUMAN   WILDLIFE  WATER   FISH    OTHER       
CURRENT OR POTENTIAL HEALTH PROBLEMS: None 
CURRENT OR POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS: None 
WATER BODIES/STREAMS INVOLVED: None 
WHAT MEDIA WAS AFFECTED BY THE RELEASE:  Soil   
CURRENT WEATHER CONDITIONS AT SCENE: Fair  
WIND SPEED: 3.5 mph         DIRECTION: N      TEMPERATURE: 52°     CLIMATE: Clear 
SHIPPER/MANUFACTURER: ADDRESS: NA  
PHONE: Unknown   DRIVER NAME: NA 
INSURANCE COMPANY/POLICY/ADDRESS/PHONE: NA 
  



PHOTO #1 
DESCRIPTION: Cannonball 

 



PHOTO #2 
DESCRIPTION: Shrapnel from exploded cannonball. 

 

  



PHOTO #3 
DESCRIPTION: Shrapnel from exploded cannonball. 

 









DEPARTMENT of ENVIRONMENT
and NATURAL RESOURCES

JOE FOSS BUILDING
523 EAST CAPITOL

PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA 57501-3182

denr.sd.gov

July 25,2016

Calvin Muilenburg
Schoenfelder Construction
3131 West Havens Avenue
Mitchell, SO 57301

Subject: Department of Environment and Natural Resources File Number - 2016.137
Pertaining to a diesel spill on Foster Street, Mitchell

Dear Mr. Muilenburg:

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources is contacting you regarding the subject
event. This office has recorded information provided about this event on an initial spill report
form (enclosed for your review). The procedures for assessment and cleanup for an event such
as this were developed to prevent pollution of the state's water resources.

It is understood that local responders and Schoenfelder Construction personnel promptly
contained and recovered the impacted substances for appropriate disposal at the Mitchell
municipal landfill. In this situation,

• By August 26, 2016, please complete and return the attached Written Contamination
Incident Follow Up Report form (this is a standard form so some questions will not apply
to this situation, just skip those questions). Electronic options for completing the form can
be found at http://denr.sd.gov/des/gw/Spills/lncident Follow Up Report.aspx

• Please also provide a copy of disposal receipts.

Rick Lancaster has been assigned as the project manager of this case. Once Rick has received
the completed report and receipts he will be pleased to submit this case for closure. If you have
questions need additional information please contact Rick Lancaster or me at 605.773.3296.
Thank you for your cooperation and assistance.

Sincerely,

~~IYl~
Kim Mcintosh
Environmental Manager

Enclosures

cc Jeff Bathke, Davison County Emergency Management, Mitchell
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DEPARTMENT of ENVIRONMENT
and NATURAL RESOURCES

JOE FOSS BUILDING
523 EAST CAPITOL

PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA 57501-3182

denr.sd.gov

July 28, 2016

Calvin Muilenburg
Schoenfelder Construction
3131 West Havens Avenue
Mitchell, SO 57301

Subject: Closure - DENR File Number 2016.137 - Pertaining to a diesel spill on Foster
Street, Mitchell

Dear Mr. Muilenburg:

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has reviewed information
about this event as provided by you, the Davison County Emergency Manager, and department
staff. Reports indicate a spill of diesel occurred when fuel tanks on a truck owned by
Schoenfelder Construction Inc. were damaged upon exiting a construction project onto Foster
Street near East 7th Avenue. It is understood that diesel was thin-spread upon southbound lane
surfaces until terminating at a gravel lot located NE of the Hwy 38 I Foster Street intersection.
Because of the necessity to provide safe access to sensitive locations (hospital, nursing home,
park, residences) and to protect water resources, local responders and Schoenfelder personnel
rapidly deployed absorbent materials and recovered impacted substances from upon roadway
surfaces. Further, Schoenfelder promptly excavated and repaired the impacted gravels at the
terminus and provided documents indicate the recovered substances were appropriately
disposed at the Mitchell Regional Landfill.

The DENR Ground Water Quality Program does not intend to require additional assessment or
cleanup actions in response to this spill event and is placing this case into the "Closure"
category. The closure status will be recorded in DENR's release database and can be found at
our internet website http://arcgis.sd.govlserverldenrlspil/sviewerl. Please be advised that costs
associated with the rapid response of local resources as a result of this event remain the
responsibility of Schoenfelder Construction.

The department appreciates the efforts of Schoenfelder Construction and area responders to
promptly mitigate the effects of this spill event. If you have questions or concerns about this
case closure please contact Rick Lancaster of my staff at 605.773.3296.

Sincerely,

=r-«,
Bill Markley
Administrator
Ground Water Quality Program

cc Jeff Bathke, Davison County Emergency Management, Mitchell



DEPARTMENT of ENVIRONMENT
and NATURAL RESOURCES

JOE FOSS BUILDING
523 EAST CAPITOL

PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA 57501-3182

denr.sd .gov

July 13, 2016

Cory Gabriel
UPS
2535 Gomez Ave
Omaha, NE 68135

Subject: DENR File Number 2016.113 -No Further Action (NFA) designation of the diesel
spill at mile marker 328 on 1-90near Mitchell, SO

Dear Mr. Gabriel:

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has reviewed the information
provided concerning the release of approximately 80 gallons of diesel as a result of an accident.
It is reported that: the diesel was spilled mostly on the interstate and some in the median of the
interstate; the diesel on the interstate was soaked up with floor dry; the floor dry was cleaned up
and disposed of; the diesel in the median was a small amount that covered a small area; and
the remaining diesel left in the median will not cause any harm to the environment or human
health.

DENR Ground Water Quality Program does not intend to require additional assessment or
cleanup activities in response to the report of contaminates at this site. The DENR is placing this
case into the "No Further Action" category. If future problems arise from remaining
contamination, UPS may be responsible for conducting additional assessment and remediation.

If you have questions or concerns about your site's No Further Action designation, please
contact Kelsey Newling of my staff at 605.773.3296. Thank you for the steps you have taken to
define the potential risks to South Dakota's natural resources.

Sincerely,

~
Steven M. Pirner
Secretary

cc: Jeff Bathke, Davison County Emergency Management, Tyndall, SO
Jeremy Burns, WCEC, Morris, MN
Friedheim Otto, UPS, Omaha, NE
Jay Peppel, SO Department of Transportation, Mitchell, SO



DEPARTMENT of ENVIRONMENT
and NATURAL RESOURCES

JOE FOSS BUILDING
523 EAST CAPITOL

PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA 57501-3182

denr.sd.gov

August 16, 2016

Chet Edinger
Edinger Brothers Partnership
PO Box 1081
Mitchell, SO 57301

Subject: Closure - Department of Environment and Natural Resources Case # 2016.104
RoundUp PowerMAX spill at 25287 39th Ave in Mount Vernon, SO

Dear Mr. Edinger:

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has conducted a review of the
information that has been provided concerning this case. Based upon that information the
DENR Ground Water Quality Program has determined that its case file for #2016.104 can be
closed.

According to the information provided to date: approximately 200 gallons of roundup was
released on June 6, 2016; the roundup was spilled from a tank and was contained to the
immediate area; the roundup was soaked up with dirt; the contaminated materials were
excavated; and the contaminated materials were disposed of at the Tri-County Landfill. The
DENR Ground Water Quality Program does not intend to require additional assessment or
cleanup actions in response to this spill event.

The reported activities initiated in response to this event are consistent with the expectations of
our program. Please be aware that if environmental problems arise additional assessment and
remediation might be necessary. Should you have any questions concerning this letter please
contact Kelsey Newling of my staff at 605.773.3296. Thank you for protecting South Dakota's
water resources.

Sincerely,

Bill Markley,
Administrator
Ground Water Quality Program

cc: Jeff Bathke, Davison County Emergency Management, Mitchell, SO
Bryan Tipton, SO Department of Agriculture, Pierre, SO
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) added the 
Bonita Peak Mining District (BPMD) site in San Juan County, 
Colo., to the National Priorities List (NPL) of Superfund sites 
on September 9, 2016.  Superfund is the federal program 
that investigates and cleans up the most complex, 
uncontrolled , or abandoned hazardous waste sites to 
protect public health and the environment. 

“Listing the Bonita Peak Mining District on the National 
Priorities List is an important step that enables EPA to 
secure the necessary resources to investigate and address 
contamination concerns of San Juan and La Plata Counties, 
as well as other downstream communities in New Mexico, 
Utah, and the Navajo Nation,” said Shaun McGrath, EPA’s regional administrator. “We look forward to 
continuing our efforts with the State of Colorado, the Bureau of Land Management, the U.S Forest 
Service, Tribal governments, and our community partners to address the impacts of acid mine drainage 
on the Animas River." 

EPA proposed the BPMD site for addition to the NPL on April 7, 2016, and conducted a 68-day public 
comment period on the proposal.  After reviewing and responding to all comments in a responsiveness 
summary, EPA has added the site to the NPL. To view the responsiveness summary (Support Document) 
and other documents related to the addition of the Bonita Peak Mining District to the National Priorities 
List, please visit: http://www.epa.gov/superfund/current-npl-updates-new-proposed-npl-sites-and-new-
npl-sites.  

The Bonita Peak Mining District site consists of historic and ongoing 
releases from mining operations in three drainages:  Mineral Creek, 
Cement Creek, and Upper Animas; which converge into the Animas 
River near Silverton, Colorado. Mining began in the area in the 1860s 
and both large- and small-scale mining operations continued into the 
1990s, with the last mine ceasing production in 1991. The site includes 
35 mines, seven tunnels, four tailings impoundments, and two study 
areas where additional information is needed to evaluate environmental 
concerns. 

Water quality in the BPMD has been impaired by acid mine 
drainage for decades. Since 1998, Colorado has designated 
portions of the Animas River downstream from Cement Creek 
as impaired for heavy metals, including lead, iron and 
aluminum. EPA has waste quantity data on 32 of Bonita Peak’s 
48 sources. These 32 sources have waste rock and water 
discharging out of mining adits at a combined rate of 5.4 million 
gallons per day. Cadmium, copper, manganese and zinc are the 
known contaminants associated with these discharges. 
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“Listing the Bonita Peak Mining District is critical to addressing historic mining impacts in San Juan County 
and our downstream communities,” said Martha Rudolph, director of environmental programs for the 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment. “We are committed to working closely with our 
Federal and state partners to achieve an effective cleanup, while ensuring that all our affected communities 
have a voice in the process as this moves forward.” 

The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA), the law establishing 
the Superfund program, requires EPA to update the NPL at least annually and clean up hazardous waste 
sites to protect human health with the goal of returning them to productive use. A site’s listing neither 
imposes a financial obligation on EPA nor assigns liability to any party. Updates to the NPL do, however, 
provide policymakers with a list of high-priority sites, serving to identify the size and nature of the nation’s 
cleanup challenges. 

The Superfund program has provided important benefits for people and the environment since Congress 
established the program in 1980. Those benefits are both direct and indirect, and include reduction of 
threats to human health and ecological systems in the vicinity of Superfund sites, improvement of the 
economic conditions and quality of life in communities affected by hazardous waste sites, prevention of 
future releases of hazardous substances, and advances in science and technology. 

For more information on the Bonita Peak Mining District site please visit:  www.epa.gov/superfund/bonita-
peak.    Contact the EPA Newsroom to ask a question, provide feedback, or report a problem. 

This is the First Bi-Annual Update on progress in the development of a proposed rule to prevent spills of 
hazardous substances under Clean Water Act (CWA) section 311(j)(1).  A public meeting will be held in 
Charleston, WV on November 2, 2016. Click here to register.   The EPA has: 

 determined that an Information Collection Request (ICR) to gather information to support the 
rulemaking is necessary, and initiated its development;  

 initiated research and analysis of hazardous substances and existing regulatory provisions that may 
affect hazardous substance spill prevention;  

 acted to secure contractor resources to support the project team.  

Plans for the next six months include:  
 hosting three opportunities for the public to provide input on the proposed rulemaking, including the 

Charleston, WV meeting on November 2, 2016.  As other meetings are scheduled, the dates and 
times will be made publicly available on the website and via other communications;  

 developing and making public a website for the hazardous substance spill prevention project;  

 continuing research and analysis of hazardous substances and existing regulatory provisions that may 
affect hazardous substance spill prevention;  

 making available on the website summaries of the public input received during each session;  

 finalizing ICR development and initiate review and approval for the information collection; and  

 establishing a rulemaking workgroup under the Agency’s Action Development Process.  

 

Preventing Spills of Hazardous Substances  
Public Meeting and Bi-Annual Update 

https://www.epa.gov/superfund/bonita-peak
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/bonita-peak
https://www.epa.gov/newsroom/forms/contact-us-about-newsroom
https://www.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-preparedness-regulations/clean-water-act-hazardous-substances-spill
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cwa-hazardous-substances-spill-prevention-public-input-meeting-registration-27945135653
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When a number of dead bald eagles and a bison were discovered this April on the 22,000-acre Wilder 
Buffalo Ranch near McLaughlin, South Dakota, U.S. Fish & Wildlife notified the National Response 

Center. EPA dispatched On Scene Coordinator (OSC) Tien 
Nguyen who found large amounts of rodenticide-laced grain 
misapplied on soil surfaces next to and between prairie dog 
burrows and, in a few instances, spilled  buckets of the bait 
on the ground. 

 

The rancher had used a green-colored chlorophacinone 
treated bait, an anti-coagulant, in an attempt to exterminate 
prairie dogs. Shortly after the ranch was treated, USFWS 
reported finding at least five dead bald eagles and one bison. 
Directions for use of the restricted-use pesticide state that 
the bait should be placed at least six inches down prairie dog 
burrows and that the product must never be applied above 
ground level. Ranch crews may have used as much as 40,000 
pounds of the rodenticide over a 600-acre section of the 
property between March 3 and March 14, 2016. 

 

The ranch straddles the North and South Dakota border and is 
located on the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation. Following a 
site evaluation, OSC Nguyen briefed the ranch owner and 
tribal representatives. The OSC’s evaluation identified at least 
25 prairie dog carcasses and numerous areas of excess 
rodenticide. Nguyen discussed a recommended approach to 
minimize any further wildlife deaths, and the ranch owner 
agreed to perform the necessary cleanup. 

 

To protect scavengers, workers placed poisoned prairie dog 
carcasses in burrows or buried them at least 18 inches below 
grade. In addition, the crew cleaned up excessive rodenticide 
and removed it to a high-ground area isolated from a nearby 
creek. Finally, they tilled and mixed the top six inches of the soil 
to incorporate any visible residual grains and then covered the 
area with four inches of clean soil.  
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Registration is open for the 2017 Western Regions SERC/TERC Conference in Denver, CO January 31-
February 1. A draft agenda is available on the registration page, as well as more information about the 
meeting location and hotel.  

The Western Regions Conference is held for SERCs and TERCs in Regions 8, 9, and 10 and was convened as 
part of Executive Order 13650: Chemical Facility Safety and Security. The first annual conference was held 
in January of 2016 with over 45 attendees from all states represented except Alaska.  Several industry 
groups and other federal partners attended as well. 

The meeting focuses on State and Tribal Emergency Response Commission concerns and provides updates, 
information sharing, and tools regarding chemical facility safety and security.  The Chemical Safety Board 
will be featured as a presenter. 

State and tribal representatives may register for the conference and receive an updated agenda here. 

Western Regions SERC/TERC Conference   

  Transportation Rail Incident Preparedness & Response 
Flammable Liquid Unit Trains 

On September 23, 2016, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the DC Circuit ruled that the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA) wrongfully adopted new safety requirements for fertilizer dealers who have 
to comply with the Process Safety Management Standard. According to the court, OSHA improperly issued 
a memorandum redefining the “retail facility” exemption and did not allow fertilizer dealers to comment on 
the new requirements.  

In short, the Court has said that OSHA must do notice and comment rulemaking in order to take this 
action.  Therefore, the old retail exemption remains in place, and Risk Management Program (RMP) covered 
agricultural distributors that meet OSHA’s old criteria (more than 50% of highly hazardous chemical sales 
directly to end users), and who do not qualify for Program 1, will remain as Program 2 until OSHA proceeds 
with rulemaking to change their interpretation. 

Regulated Industry Successfully Challenges OSHA  

Retail Exemption Interpretation Change 

On October 5, 2016, US EPA Region 5 and Region 8 Emergency Response and Preparedness hosted a one-
day training in Fargo, ND/Moorehead, MN entitled ‘Transportation Rail Incident Preparedness & Response:  
Flammable Liquid Unit Trains’. The training targeted local, state and federal hazardous materials first 
responders at the operational level. The training audience included mostly local firefighters, but also law 
enforcement, emergency managers, rail industry partners and state and federal response partners. 
 

The US Department of Transportation, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) 
created this training to expand awareness on incident management lessons learned related to rail incidents 
involving Hazard Class 3 flammable liquids such as ethanol and crude oil.  Representatives from federal 
agencies, public safety organizations, rail industry owners, operators, industry preparedness organizations 
and the response community provided expertise and lessons learned to help make this training a valuable 
tool to better prepare responders in the preparation and response to rail accidents involving Hazard Class 3 
flammable liquids. 
 

Region 8 is looking to bring this training course to a more centralized location within the Region 8 states 

and possibly a broader audience with our regional neighbors. 

https://westernregions.eventbrite.com
https://www.cadc.uscourts.gov/internet/opinions.nsf/8A21F27B6B8AA5EF85258037004E678D/$file/15-1326-1637299.pdf


The CSB’s final report into the massive release of chemicals into a primary 
source of drinking water in 2014 concludes Freedom Industries failed to inspect 
or repair corroding tanks, and that as hazardous chemicals flowed into the Elk 
River, the water company and local authorities were unable to effectively 
communicate the looming risks to hundreds of thousands of affected residents, 
who were left without clean water for drinking, cooking and bathing.  

On the morning of January 9, 2014, an estimated 10,000 gallons of Crude 
Methylcyclohexanemethanol (MCHM) mixed with propylene glycol phenyl 

ethers (PPH Stripped) was released into the Elk River when a 46,000-
gallon storage tank located at the Freedom Industries site in 
Charleston, WV, failed. As the chemical entered the river, it flowed 
towards West Virginia American Water’s intake, which was located 
approximately 1.5 miles downstream from the Freedom site.  

The CSB’s investigation found that Freedom’s inability to 
immediately provide information about the chemical characteristics 
and quantity of spilled chemicals resulted in significant delays in the 

issuance of the “Do Not Use Order” and informing the public about the drinking water contamination. For 
example, Freedom’s initially reported release quantity was 1,000 gallons of Crude MCHM.  Over the 
following days and weeks, the release quantity increased to 10,000 gallons. Also, the presence of PPH in 
the released chemical was not made public until 13 days after the initial leak was discovered.  

The CSB’s investigation found that no comprehensive aboveground storage tank law existed in West 
Virginia at the time of the release, and while there were regulations covering industrial facilities that 
required Freedom to have secondary containment, Freedom ultimately failed to maintain adequate 
pollution controls and secondary containment as required.  

CSB Chairperson Vanessa Allen Sutherland said, “Future incidents can be prevented with proper 
communication and coordination.  Business owners, state regulators and other government officials and 
public utilities must work together in order to ensure the safety of their residents. The CSB’s investigation 
found fundamental flaws in the maintenance of the tanks involved, and deficiencies in how the nearby 
population was told about the risks associated with the chemical release.” 
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Chemical Safety Board Report 
West Virginia Chemical Spill 



The CSB’s report highlights lessons learned and calls on aboveground storage tank facilities, 
government officials, drinking water utilities, and public health 
agencies across the country to follow these recommended best 
practices in order to prevent similar incidents.  

  Water utilities should engage with their Local Emergency Planning 
Committees (LEPCs) and/or State Emergency Response Commission 
(SERC) to obtain Tier II information. The information obtained should 
be used to identify water intakes potentially at risk of contamination  
in the event of a spill or release. 

  Above ground storage tank owners should establish regular 
inspection and monitoring and coordinate with nearby water utilities and emergency response 
organizations to ensure that they provide adequate information about their stored chemicals for 
effective planning in the event of a leak.  

  Public health agencies should coordinate with water utilities, emergency response organizations 
and facilities storing chemicals near drinking water sources.   

  State governments should act immediately to protect source waters and the public from unknown 
and potentially hazardous chemicals. 

•  Water utilities should assess the capabilities of their water treatment systems to contain potential 
leaks for all potential sources of significant contamination within the zone of critical concern. 

  Where feasible, water utilities should ensure laboratory testing methods are available to detect the 
presence or measure the concentration of potential contaminants or classes of contaminants. 

Chair Sutherland said, “The unacceptable chemical contamination of the Charleston, West Virginia 
drinking water system could have been prevented had the lessons and recommendations in our CSB 
report been adopted years ago.  Public officials and water companies must work diligently to identify 
potential risks and assure that the public’s access to safe drinking water is protected.”  

  

CSB is an independent federal agency charged with 
investigating serious chemical accidents. The agency's board 
members are appointed by the President and confirmed by the 
Senate. CSB investigations look into all aspects of chemical 
accidents, including physical causes such as equipment failure 
as well as inadequacies in regulations, industry standards, and 
safety management systems. 

 

The Board does not issue citations or fines but does make safety recommendations to plants, industry 
organizations, labor groups, and regulatory agencies such as OSHA and EPA. Visit our website, 
www.csb.gov.  For more information, contact Communications Manager Hillary Cohen,  

202-446-8094 or email public@csb.gov.  
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Reporting Mixtures on the Tier II Report 

With regard to thresholds in mixtures, how is reporting under Sections 311 and 312 handled if a facility has a 
number of different mixtures on-site and each is under 10,000 pounds but the mixtures contains an 
aggregated quantity of an extremely hazardous substance (EHS) that exceeds its reporting threshold? 

If extremely hazardous substances are components of a mixture, the quantity of the extremely hazardous 
substance in each mixture shall be aggregated to determine if the threshold value has been reached for the 
facility.  You must include the quantity present in the mixture even if you are also counting the quantity of 
that particular mixture toward the threshold level for that mixture.  Reporting may be accomplished by 
reporting on the component or the mixture even if the amount of the mixture(s) is below the reporting 
threshold (55 FR 30632, July 26, 1990). 

Tier II reporting for mixtures made on-site, without MSDS 

If a hazardous chemical is part of a mixture, you have the option of reporting the entire mixture or only the 
portion of the mixture that is a particular hazardous chemical (e.g., If a hazardous solution weighs 100 lbs. 
but is composed of only 5% of a particular hazardous chemical, you can indicate either 100 lbs. of the 
mixture or 5 lbs. of the chemical).  

The option used for each mixture at your facility must be consistent with the option used in your Section 
311 reporting.  

Because Extremely Hazardous Substances (EHS) are important to local emergency planning requirement 
under EPCRA section 303, EHSs have lower reporting thresholds under EPCRA section 312. The amount of 
an EHS at a facility (both pure EHSs and EHSs in mixtures) must be aggregated for purposes of threshold 
determination. It is suggested that the aggregation calculation be done as a first step in determining 
whether a reporting threshold has been met or exceeded.  

Once you determine whether a threshold for an EHS has been reached, you may report the mixture or 
product name as it appears on the SDS. You must also report any EHSs present in the mixture. You do not 
need to report any non-EHSs in the mixture, but may if you wish to do so. Although you have an option to 
report either the mixture or the EHS, as provided in 40 CFR 370.14, you must be consistent with your EPCRA 
section 311 reporting.  

Must a facility aggregate EHSs from different mixtures? 

 

The statute and the regulations allow an owner or operator the option of reporting on the hazardous 
components in the mixture or on the mixture as a whole (see Section 311(a)(3) and 40 CFR 370.14).  The 
statute and regulations require, however, that when an owner or operator reports on the mixture as a 
whole, he or she have available an MSDS for that mixture 

Because of the statutory and regulatory requirements of EPCRA, the Agency is limiting the reporting of 
mixtures, as a whole, to only those mixtures for which the owner or operator has available an MSDS, 
regardless of whether the preparation of such an MSDS is required by OSHA. 

If no material safety data sheet exists for a given mixture, the owner or operator should report the 
hazardous components of the mixture separately. 
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South Dakota Chemical Workshops for Facilities  
The South Dakota Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
partnered with EPA, OSHA and DHS to hold Chemical Safety Industry 
Workshops across the state this past July. The workshops were offered to 
businesses that are subject to federal regulations with the purpose of 
explaining specific requirements. These workshops had not been held in 
South Dakota previously and attendance was strong—over 400 people 
attended the sessions held in Sioux Falls, Huron, Aberdeen, Pierre, and Rapid City.   

Topics included  
 Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA) 
 Tier II Reporting  

 Risk Management Program (RMP) 

 Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure Program (SPCC) 

 Facility Response Plan Rule (FRP) 

 Government Initiated Unannounced Exercises (GIUEs) 

 Process Safety Management Program (PSM) 

 Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standard (CFATS  

 Spill Reporting Requirements  

 Participation in Local Emergency Planning Committees 

 Executive Order (EO) 13650 - federal response to the West, TX explosion  

A follow up workshop will be offered in the spring of 2017. 

Ammonia Safety Day 

The Denver Safety Day  will be held Tuesday Nov. 15th 2016 from 7am to 5pm.  

To sign up:  Colorado Safety Day tickets  

The class will be held at the Arapahoe County Fairgrounds/Open Spaces,  25690 E. Quincy Ave,  
Aurora, Colorado 80016.  Contact Debra Montanez at 831-453-7102 or email at 
debra.montanez@ammonia-safety.com.   

North Dakota HazMat Conference 
The North Dakota 2016 HazMat conference will be held October 27th—29th at the Ramada Inn & 
Convention Center in Bismarck, North Dakota.         

Presentations will include Everett Marshall, a hazmat responder with his story of survival, Dr. Rich 
Gassaway, retired fire fighter and national speaker on situational awareness and decision making, Alan 
Frazier, Associate Professor, UND Department of Aviation discussing the application of unmanned aerial 
devices (drones) in emergency responses, and an LEPC 101 presentation offered by the EPA. 

                                       Click for an agenda and to register for the conference here. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/colorado-safety-day-tickets-27293034200
http://www.nd.gov/des/events/detail.asp?eventID=361
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Early one November morning, an emergency call was placed reporting a fire just 
outside Mitchell, South Dakota at the CHS Agronomy Building which stored  
herbicides, pesticides, fertilizers, and various other crop application chemicals.  
The call came in at 2:55 a.m. on a night with temperatures dipping below 
freezing, with high humidity of 96%. 
  
The Mitchell Fire Department was first on the scene.  Due to the location of the facility and lack of 
hydrants, two mutual aid fire departments were called in to assist with water shuttle operations.  Both 
the Mt. Vernon Fire Department and the Ethan Fire Department are located approximately 10 miles from 
Mitchell. 
  
Responding to the fire was complicated by several factors.  First of all, the warehouse stored a variety of 
chemicals.  The building was fairly new, and the fire department had not had the opportunity to walk 
through it.   It was difficult to determine the seat of the fire, and several attempts to enter the building 

were thwarted due to heavy smoke, intense heat, and obstructions in 
the building.    
 
After applying streams of water to areas of the roof where the fire 
broke through, the fire fighters determined  that a majority of the 
structure was already engulfed; continuation of offensive operations 
would not save the building. They learned that the building was 
actually separated into two large rooms which explained the difficulty 
in gaining access to the center of the fire. 
  
At that point, and after discussions with CHS employees, the local 

HAZMAT Technicians, and the regional HAZMAT team, the responders moved into a defensive mode and 
let the structure burn. This also meant not applying more water which was critical to avoid overflowing 
the dike containment system incorporated into the building.  Given the potential for hazardous chemical 
runoff, minimizing the water applied was an important and key decision.  
  
The response was executed almost flawlessly, but analysis after provided some important lessons that 
first responders and emergency crews wish to share.  

 As soon as possible, perform a walk-through of structures that are new or have had major 
renovations.  The fact the burning building was newly constructed and foreign to the responders put 
the team at a disadvantage in understanding the makeup of the building and how to approach the 
fire. 

 Follow the emergency responders adage:  “Get to know the people that you may be working with 
some day.”  The responders knew a number of the employees that work at CHS and those 
relationships proved invaluable at 3:00 a.m. when requesting information.   

 Contact the National Weather Service early in these types of hazmat incidents.  They provide current 
weather information, predictive forecast models, and spot location forecasts.  Mitchell did involve 
them, but two hours into the incident.  This information is vital to determining evacuation needs. 

 

Highlighting an Emergency Response Done Well 



 Make evacuation/shelter in place decisions as early in the incident 
as possible to maximize communication.  One of the biggest 
concerns and most difficult decisions to make that early November 
morning was whether to order an evacuation of the downwind 
population or to advise people to shelter in place.  Given the 
current weather and forecasts, time of day, and lack of ability to 
initiate a full-on evacuation without putting people into harm’s 
way, the team decided to shelter in place. At 3:00 a.m., press 
releases and social media announcements would probably not be 
seen right away, but it was the best way to reach people with the 
shelter in place advisory.   

 A successful response like this can only be possible when all members of the response team respond 
rapidly and fully. The CHS employees provided vital information and their emergency contact 
personnel responded quickly. Pre-existing relationships between responders and facilities proved 
crucial.  The on-duty fire crew performed flawlessly and professionally.  The mutual aid fire 
departments responded and helped immeasurably. Lastly, the Regional HazMat team provided key 
technical advice in the middle of the night. 
 
This is how an emergency should work, and exemplifies the importance of Emergency Planning to 
develop key relationships and assess response capability.    
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Hosted by the Department of Homeland Security, the Environmental 
Protection Agency, and the Department of Labor. 

Monday, October 24, 2016 

10:00 am-11:30 am, ET 

Please join the Department of Homeland Security, the 
Environmental Protection Agency, and the Department of 
Labor for a webinar on Executive Order 13650: Improving 
Chemical Facility Safety and Security (EO). This webinar will 
provide an update on actions items since the June 6, 2014 
release of “Executive Order 13650: Actions to Improve 
Chemical Facility Safety and Security – A Shared Commitment.” 

 We will discuss progress on strengthening community 
planning and preparedness, enhancing Federal operational coordination, improving 
data management, modernizing policies and regulations, incorporating stakeholder 
feedback, and developing best practices.  Additionally, we will provide information on 
next steps. 

 We encourage participation from the broad range of stakeholders who have an 
interest in chemical facility safety and security to include, but not limited to, chemical 
producers, chemical storage companies, agricultural supply companies, State and local 
regulators, chemical critical infrastructure owners and operators, first responders, 
labor organizations representing affected workers, environmental and community 
groups, and consensus standards organizations. 

As time permits, participants will be able to ask questions on a first-come, first-served 
basis. We will do our best to accommodate all persons who wish to ask questions 
during the session. We request that participants refrain from making statements and 
use this time to ask questions. Should time run out, participants may submit questions 
to eo.chemical@hq.dhs.gov. 

Registration:  https://share.dhs.gov/eo13650/event/registration.html . Please note 
that you must register using Internet Explorer and not Google Chrome, Firefox, or any 
other browser. You will be provided a separate email with webinar connection and 
call-in instructions. There is no fee to register.  If you are unable to use Internet 
Explorer, please send an email request to register to eo.chemical@hq.dhs.gov. 

 For additional general information on the EO, visit the website at 
https://www.osha.gov/chemicalexecutiveorder/index.html.   

Recently, several documents have been added to the website.  Quick links to these 
documents can be found in the “UPDATES section” of the website. 

 For questions regarding the EO or the Webinar, please contact 
eo.chemical@hq.dhs.gov. 
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Boulder County, tucked below the iconic Flatirons, hosts thriving tech and foods 

industries, supports a renowned entrepreneurial community, and is home to many 

federal research labs as well as a world-class university. Serving a population of 

approximately 300,000, the Office of Emergency Management and the Local 

Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) members are continually looking for ways 

to improve their support and the preparedness of their community.  

The Boulder Office of Emergency Management supports both the City of Boulder 
and Boulder County.  Boulder Emergency Management Coordinator Justin 
Bukartek chairs the Boulder County LEPC.  

Members of the Boulder County LEPC represent a wide array of disciplines from 
both the public and private sector.  Along with representation from local first 
responder agencies and hazmat generating facilities, Boulder is unique with its 
large presence of both state and federal research facilities such as the University 
of Colorado, the National Institute of Standards and Technology, and the National 
Center for Atmospheric Research.    

Monthly meetings regularly incorporate facility and site tours into the agenda. For instance, a recent 
meeting held at the National Institute of Standards and Technology demonstrated the atomic clock. 
This fall, the local municipal wastewater treatment facility will be hosting the group.  These on-site 
meetings prove to be extremely beneficial for two reasons:  1) they allow people to see how facilities 
manage operations and 2) they provide a good opportunity for first responders to view the nuances of 
these facilities firsthand. 

Vital to the success of the LEPC are the relationships that facilities develop with first responders; LEPC 
meetings provide the perfect forum for creating and maintaining these relationships. 

To maintain interest and substance, the LEPC provides these facility and site tours. In addition, 
Bukartek encourages interactive meetings, believing discussing recent hazmat incidents around the 
county helps keep responders prepared for emergencies.  A majority of the meetings are roundtable 
discussions on initiatives and trainings of their facilities. 

For the future, Bukartek hopes that “as the county continues to grow and expand, our new industry 
partners become involved with the LEPC.”   



Montana   

Ms. Delila Bruno, Co-Chair 

Phone: 406-324-4777 

dbruno@mt.gov  
 

Mr. Bob Habeck, Co-Chair 

Phone: 406-444-7305 

Email: bhabeck@mt.gov  

South Dakota  

Mr. Bob McGrath, Chair 

Phone:  800-433-2288 

Trish.Kindt@state.sd.us 

Utah  

Mr. Alan Matheson, Co-Chair 

Phone: 801-536-4400 

amatheson@utah.gov 
 

Mr. Keith Squires, Co-Chair  

Phone: 801-965-4461 

ksquires@utah.gov 
 

Wyoming  

Mr. Don Huber, Chair 

Phone: 307-670-2590 

donhuber11@gmail.com 

 

Colorado  

Mr. Greg Stasinos,  Co-Chair 

Phone: 303-692-3023 

greg.stasinos@state.co.us 

 

Ms. Marilyn Gally, Co-Chair 

Phone: 720-852-6694 

marilyn.gally@state.co.us 
 

North Dakota  

Mr. Greg M. Wilz, Chair 

Phone: 701-328-8100 

nddes@nd.gov 
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This newsletter provides information on the EPA Risk Management Program, EPCRA, SPCC/FRP (Facility Response Plan) and other issues relating to Acci-

dental Release Prevention Requirements. The information should be used as a reference tool, not as a definitive source of compliance information. Compliance 

regulations are published in 40 CFR Part 68 for CAA section 112(r) Risk Management Program, 40 CFR Part 355/370 for EPCRA, and 40 CFR Part 112.2 for 

SPCC/FRP. 

 

RMP Hotline: 303 312 6345 

RMP Reporting Center: The Reporting Center can answer questions about software or installation prob-

lems. The RMP Reporting Center is available from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, for 

questions on the Risk Management Plan program:  (703) 227-7650 or  RMPRC@epacdx.net.   

Chemical Emergency Preparedness & Prevention Office (CEPPO) http://www.epa.gov/oem 

Compliance and Enforcement:  http://www2.epa.gov/enforcement 

 

We will increase EPA Region 8 preparedness through: 

 Planning, training, and developing outreach relations with federal agencies, states, tribes, 

local organizations, and the regulated community. 

 Assisting in the development of EPA Region 8 preparedness planning and response 

capabilities through the RSC, IMT, RRT, OPA, and RMP. 

 Working with facilities to reduce accidents and spills through education, inspections, and enforcement.   

To contact a member of our Region 8 EPA Preparedness Unit team, review our programs or 

view our organization chart, click this link. 

             Return to Top  

Lists of Lists 

Questions? Call the Superfund, TRI, EPCRA, RMP, and Oil Information Center at (800) 424-9346 (TDD 

800-553-7672) Monday-Thursday.  

To report an oil or chemical spill, call the National Response Center  

       at (800) 424-8802. 
U.S. EPA Region 8 

1595 Wynkoop Street (8EPR-ER)  

Denver, CO 80202-1129 

800-227-8917 

www.nrc.uscg.mil

1 (800) 424-8802

   Region 8 SERC Contact Information 

mailto:dbruno@mt.gov
mailto:blovelace2@mt.gov
http://www.epa.gov/oem/
http://www2.epa.gov/enforcement/
https://www.epa.gov/emergency-response/region-8-preparedness-unit-members
http://www2.epa.gov/epcra/epcracerclacaa-ss112r-consolidated-list-lists-march-2015-version


denr.sd.gov

DEPARTMENT of ENVIRONMENT
and NATURAL RESOURCES

JOE FOSS BUILDING
523 EAST CAPITOL

PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA 57501-3182

October 4,2016

Jason Nedved
Prairie Ethanol LLC
dba POET Biorefining
40509 247th Street
Mitchell, SO 57301

Subject: Department of Environment and Natural Resources File Number - 2016.180
Pertaining to a corn flour slurry release, Loomis facility.

Dear Mr. Nedved:

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources is contacting you regarding the noted
spill event. This office has recorded information provided about this event on an initial spill report
form (enclosed for your review). The procedures for assessment and cleanup for an event such
as this were developed to prevent pollution of the state's water resources. In this situation, the
following steps must be taken:

• Please direct the recovery and appropriate disposal of product and impacted substances.
• By November 4,2016, please complete and return the attachedWritten Contamination

Incident Follow Up Report form (this is a standard form so some questions will not apply
to this situation, just skip those questions). Electronic options for completing the form can
be found at http://denr.sd.gov/des/gw/Spil/s/lncident Follow Up Report.aspx

• Please also provide a narrative of activities that occurred as a result of the event, to
include: photos, site incident reports, and disposal receipts.

Rick Lancaster has been assigned as the project manager of this case. Once Rick has reviewed
all of the information on this case he will contact you to discuss any further actions that may be
needed. If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to
contact Rick Lancaster (rick.lancaster@state.sd.us) or me at 605.773.3296. Thank you for your
cooperation and assistance.

;P:J~
FutL

Kim Mcintosh
Environmental Manager

Enclosures

cc/e Jeff Bathke, Davison County Emergency Management, Mitchell
AI Spangler, DENR SurfaceWater Quality Program, Pierre
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DEPARTMENT of ENVIRONMENT
and NATURAL RESOURCES

JOE FOSS BUILDING
523 EAST CAPITOL

PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA 57501-3182

denr.sd.gov

October 19, 2016

Jason Nedved
Prairie Ethanol LLC
dba POET Biorefining
40509 247th Street
Mitchell, SO 57301

Subject: Closure - Department of Environment and Natural Resources Case # 2016.180
Pertaining to a corn mash release, Loomis facility

Dear Mr. Nedved:

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources' Ground Water Quality Program has
conducted a review of the information you provided concerning the release of corn mash that
occurred October 03, 2016 at the Loomis facility and has determined that DENR case file
#2016.180 can be closed.

Reports indicate: 3080 gallons of corn mash (0% ethanol) was released upon facility surfaces
(without impacting drainages) as the result of an open valve; the product was recovered; and .
the recovered product was disposed at the Mitchell landfill via Miedema Sanitation. The Ground
Water Quality Program does not intend to require additional assessment or cleanup in response
to this reported spill event. The closure status will be recorded in DENR's release database and
can be found at our internet website. http://arcgis.sd.govlserverldenrlspillsviewerl

The reported cleanup actions initiated in response to this event are consistent with the
expectations of this department. Please be advised that POET Biorefining might be required to
perform additional assessment and remediation if environmental problems arise at this site.
Should you have any questions concerning this letter, please contact Rick Lancaster of my staff
at 605.773.3296. Thank you for your cooperation and the steps taken to protect South Dakota's
water resources.

Sin~erel~,/I IJ~

~v~fV~~-
Kim Mcintosh
Spills Section Manager

cc: Jeff Bathke, Davison County Emergency Management, Mitchell
AI Spangler, DENR SurfaceWater Quality Program, Pierre



DEPARTMENT of ENVIRONMENT
and NATURAL RESOURCES

JOE FOSS BUILDING
523 EAST CAPITOL

PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA 57501-3182

denr.sd.gov

November 3, 2016

DaleWilson
CHS I Farmers Alliance
PO Box 1286
1320West Havens
Mitchell, SO 57301

Subject: No Further Action - DENR File Number 2015.226 - Pertaining to a liquid fertilizer
release that occurred October 292015, Davison County.

Dear Mr.Wilson,

The South Dakota Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has
reviewed the information provided regarding the noted spill event. Reports indicate: failure
of a poly tank during transport resulted in a release of 10-34-0 liquid fertilizer; approximately
2700 gallons of product impacted graveled roadway surfaces and the right-of-ways
adjoining 406 Avenue, immediately south of 253 Street; approximately 300 gallons of
product was promptly recovered and the majority of impacted soils were promptly
excavated; the excavated soils were stockpiled upon and under poly tarps at the
CHS/Eastern Farmers Agronomy Center; excavations were backfilled; excavated areas
were seeded; and the stockpiled soils were land-applied, late Spring 2016. It is understood
the area was seeded at least twice to establish grasses for erosion control. The recovered
product and product remaining in the ruptured tank was used for its intended purpose.

Post-excavation analytical results indicated elevated components of the spilled product
within the western right-of-way, the roadway surface, and below the stockpile area, at the
time of sampling. However, the measured concentrations are not believed to indicate a
threat to water resources.With due consideration to the site location and the actions taken
the DENR is placing 2015.226 into the "No Further Action" category. The No Further Action
(NFA) status will be recorded in DENR's release database and can be found at our internet
website http://arcgis.sd.gov/server/denr/spillsviewer/

------------------------_. - - - - - --



The DENR Ground Water Quality Program does not intend to require additional cleanup
or repair activities at the spill site. However, if future problems arise (and are believed to
be related to this spill event) CHS / Eastern Farmers may be responsible for conducting
additional assessment and remediation. The SO Department of Agriculture may have
other requirements related to their case.

If you have questions or concerns about the No Further Action designation for DENR
#2015.226 please contact Rick Lancaster of my staff at 605.773.3296. Thank you for
your cooperation and assistance.

Sincerely,

Steven M. Pirner
Secretary

cc: jeff Bathke, Davison County Emergency Management, Mitchell, SO
Bryan Tipton, SO Department of Agriculture (#16SP1 02901), Pierre, SO
Doyle Shaff, GeoTek Engineering & Testing Services Inc., Sioux Falls, SO
Gary Perowitz, CHS Inc., Morris, MN
Natalie Van Orongelan, Adjacent Property Owner, Mitchell, SO



MITCHELL FIRE DEPARTMENT/MITCHELL REGIONAL AMBULANCE 
STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES 

 
Part 700:  Incident Operations 

Subject:  Train Derailment 
Page:   1 of 3    Section:  714 
Effective Date: 11-1-2016   Revised Date:  

 
714.01 Purpose:  This plan provides a basic philosophy and 

strategic framework for train derailments in the Mitchell Fire 

Department (MFD) jurisdiction.  This plan provides for 
response to train derailments with or without hazardous 

materials involved. 
 
714.02 Goal:  The goal of this plan is to provide a safe and expedient 

response to train derailments in the MFD jurisdiction, 
thereby reducing damage to property and injury to civilians 

and fire personnel through mitigation, containment, and 
isolation or evacuation as needed.  Incident priorities are life 
safety, incident stabilization, critical systems, environmental 

protection, and property. 
 
714.03 Procedure:   

 
A)  Upon first alarm of a train derailment in the MFD 

response area, personnel will automatically assume 
hazardous materials are involved.  Personnel will respond 
with full bunker gear and have SCBA available for use as 

needed. 
1) Dispatch will attempt to obtain and relay the 

following information: 

a) Wind direction and speed 
b) Presence or absence of fire 

  c)  Presence or absence of vapor cloud 
c) Presence or absence of hazardous materials 

  e)  Number of injured or deceased 

  f)  Number of cars or tanks derailed 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



B)  On arrival, stage upwind of the scene at least a quarter 
mile; up to one-half mile if vapor cloud or fire is involved.  

Using binoculars determine or confirm the following before 
proceeding further: 

1) Presence or absence of fire 
2) Presence or absence of vapor cloud 
3) Placard or signage on rail cars and tanks that can 

be used to identify contents to be researched in the 
Emergency Response Guide (ERG) 

4) Attempt to determine the owner of the rail line, not 

the cars or engines 
5) Rail car or tank ID number to pass along to the rail 

line in order to get manifest 
6) Number of rail cars or tanks derailed and their 

positional attitude 

7) Railroad “mile marker” post number 
8) Presence of wounded, walking wounded, and 

deceased 
 

C)  The following actions should be taken immediately after 

scene size up: 
1) Follow recommendations as outlined in the ERG for 

hazardous materials incidents 

2) Attempt to contact the train personnel for manifest 
and other important information 

3) Determine the need for mutual aid from area 
departments, ambulance services, Search and 
Rescue, Regional HAZMAT Team 

4) Identify the HOT ZONE, WARM ZONE, and COLD 
ZONE of operations 

5) Determine the need to isolate and/or evacuate 

areas downwind from the incident 
6) Utilize city, county and state law enforcement to set 

up perimeters and assist with isolation and 
evacuation activities 

7) Set up decontamination and triage are for 

immediate walking wounded 
8) Set up decontamination are for incident personnel 

exiting the HOT ZONE 
9) Dispatch to advise Davison County Emergency 

Management to contact the State Duty Officer 

10) The contact information for various agencies 
that may or should be involved is listed on the 
following page 

 



D)  Determine specific tactics and the need for additional 
equipment to mitigate loss of life, injury, or damage to 

property and the environment.  Remember that the mission 
of MFD is to mitigate the incident.  Specialty resources will 

be called in for additional mitigation and cleanup activities. 
 
E)  Consider the following list of equipment and tactics most 

commonly applied to hazardous material incidents at the 
operation level: 
 

1) Heavy, earth moving equipment for the purpose of: 
a) Damming, diking, or diverting hazardous 

spills from entering areas dangerous to 
humans or the environment. 

b) Moving large vehicles that may be impeding 

rescue and recovery efforts 
 

2) Surface water booms for the purpose of: 
a) Blocking hazardous liquid chemicals from 

flowing further downstream 

b) Containment of hazardous liquid chemicals 
in an area on surface waters 

 

3) Firefighting foam for the purpose of: 
a) Extinguishing fire 

b) Covering surface area of hazardous chemicals 
for vapor suppression 

(Use extreme caution when extinguishing 

chemical fires.  If a fire of hazardous material, 
such as crude oil or ethanol, is extinguished 
without blanketing the surface with a heavy 

layer of foam, the once burning vapors may 
ignite, creating a greater hazard.) 

 
4) Water for the purpose of: 

a) Extinguishment of fires not involving 

hazardous chemicals but related to the 
incident 

b) Dilution of water miscible hazardous 
materials to reduce threat 

c) Vapor suppression implementation via water 

fog patterns 
 

5) Thermal Imager for purpose of: 

a) Identifying the presence of flames involving 
some hazardous chemical fires 



Contact numbers that may or should be involved: 
 
-Burlington Northern Sante Fe (BNSF)  24/7/365  800-832-5452 

-Dakota Southern        605-682-8346 
-Davison County Emergency Management     605-995-8640 

-South Dakota Duty Officer    24/7/365  605-773-3231 

-Department of Energy and Natural Resources  Bus. Hours  605-773-3296 

  (SD Duty Off. After hours) 

-CHEMTREK      24/7/365  800-424-9300 
-Sioux Falls HAZMAT Team    24/7/365  605-367-7171 

 (BNSF Foam Trailer Avail) 

-Avera Queen of Peace ER    24/7/365  605-995-2276 

-City of Mitchell Airport    24/7/365  605-996-1228 

-National Weather Service    24/7/365  605-330-4247 
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