
The South Dakota Office of Homeland Security would like to welcome you to attend 

our 2016 Homeland Security Conference at the Sioux Falls Convention Center in 

Sioux Falls, SD on May 3-5, 2016. On-Site Conference Registration will begin at 

9AM on May 3rd.  

Since 2003, the South Dakota Office of Homeland Security has taken steps to enhance the 

protection of our citizens and our critical infrastructure through partnerships at all levels. 

We have invested in strengthening our response to all hazards and strengthening our 

critical infrastructure. Threats to our well-being are constantly evolving, creating more 

challenges we must face and overcome. The South Dakota 2016 Homeland Security 

Conference will provide opportunities to enhance knowledge of emerging threats through 

presentations and provide opportunities to forge new alliances through networking.  

Target Audience 

This conference is intended for law enforcement, firefighters, public health officials, 

schools administrators, emergency medical services, emergency managers, tribal leaders, 

security managers, and government at the local, tribal, state, and federal levels.  

  



Conference Agenda 

 

Plenary Speakers 

1. The Blue Cell:The Blue Cell, LLC is a by design planning company with a primary 

focus on education and training for government at all levels, non governmental agencies 

and private sector entities engaged in incident and emergency management activities. 

Secondary initiatives at the company include exercise design and facilitation and 

planning services.  

     Title of Session: Incident Response to Terrorist Bombing  



2. John Strand- Black Hills Information Security (BHIS): John Strand is the owner of 

Black Hills Information Security (BHIS), and has both consulted and taught hundreds of 

organizations in the areas of cybersecurity, regulatory compliance, and penetration 

testing.  John is also an instructor and course author of BlackHat’s “Active Defense, 

Offensive Countermeasures, and Hacking Back” and the SANS Institute’s “Hacker Tools, 

Techniques, Exploits and Incident Handling” classes.   

     Title of Session: Cybersecurity/The Current State of Security is Broken, Let's Start 

Over Again!  

3. Jim Severson, Harold Timmerman & Sheriff Dennis Johnson- Lincoln County, 

SD: Harold Timmerman has been the County Emergency Manager for Lincoln County 

since 2002. Harold is a volunteer firefighter for Lennox Volunteer Fire Department s ince 

1970 and served as Chief for eight years. Harold has been a board member of The South 

Dakota Incident Management Assistance Team (IMAT) since its inception, serving as 

Incident Commander and Operations Section Chief. In addition, Harold is an Emergency 

Management Representative to the South Dakota Public Safety Communications Council 

that oversees and manages the South Dakota State Radio system.  

Sheriff Dennis Johnson began his law enforcement career in 1977 when he joined the US 

Army as a military policeman. He entered South Dakota law enforcement in January 1981 

and served in the Harrisburg and Canton Police Departments until he was elected Lincoln 

County Sheriff in 1998. He took office in January 1999 and has served in that capacity 

since. Sheriff Johnson is the current president of the South Dakota Sheriffs’ Association 

and has served or is currently serving on numerous other law enforcement related boards 

as well as a number of other non-profit board of directors.  

Jim Severson has worked in Law Enforcement and Corrections in South Dakota since 

1981. Jim has been with the SD Division of Criminal Investigation (DCI) since 1995. 

Shortly after 9-11, Jim was assigned to the SD Joint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF) in 

Sioux Falls. Jim spent 3 years on the JTTF and worked various cases involving domestic 

and international terrorism. Jim also attended numerous trainings in regards to terrorism 

and taught several classes throughout the state to various agencies. Jim is currently 

assigned to the DCI office in Canton, SD and responded to both of the active shooter 

situations in Lincoln County in 2015.    

     Title of Session: Harrisburg School Shooting Breakdown  

4. Don Hughes: Donald Hughes began his Firefighter / Paramedic career in 1984 and is 

currently the Fire and Paramedic Chief for the City of Satellite Beach, Florida. During his 

career, Chief Hughes has served in various command roles in large scale natural and 

man-made disasters, including Florida Fire Storms, 2004 Florida Hurricane Season, and 

Deep Water Horizon. Chief Hughes is also a Unit Commander for the U.S Department of 



Health and Human Services, Disaster Medical Assistance Team (DMAT),  a mobile 

medical asset provides medical care in disaster zones with a team of physicians, mid -

level practitioners, nurses and paramedics. Chief Hughes deployed to various disasters 

including Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and Sandy. Chief Hughes is a senior adjunct 

instructor for the United States National Fire Academy, lecturing nationwide on 

Fireground Incident Management, Disaster Incident Management, Fire Service 

Leadership, Firefighter Health and Safety and EMS Research.   

     Title of Session: Unified Response to an Emergency Incident  

Breakout Speakers: 

1. Brad Patrick-Burlington Northern Railway: Mr. Patrick, started with Burlington 

Northern Railroad in 1991 as a Corporate Industrial Hygienist. He became the Assistant 

Director of Hazardous Materials Safety in 1992. Upon Burlington Northern's merger with 

Santa Fe in January 1996, Patrick became the Manager of Hazardous Materials Field 

Operation and Emergency Response and was promoted to the Asst. Director of Hazardous 

Materials in 2002, Director Hazardous Materials in 2014 and to General Director, 

Hazardous Materials Safety in 2015. Additionally, Patrick is a Certified Industrial 

Hygienist and a Certified Safety Professional.  

     Title of Session: Railroad Hazmat Emergency Preparedness and Response  

2. Raquel Lackey & Kristin Cox: Raquel Lackey is a Certified Public Accountant  and is 

currently serves on the boards of both HOPE Animal-Assisted Crisis Response and 

Reading with Rover, crisis and therapy animal nonprofit organizations.  Raquel has been 

working with her dogs in both arenas of Animal-assisted Therapy and Animal-assisted 

Crisis Response since 2010.  

Kristin L. Cox, MA, has coordinated resiliency support for the past 23 years for first 

responder agencies.  She has served as the Board President of the Washington State 

Critical Incident Stress Management Network (CISM) & served on the Oregon State 

Network board as well.  She is an experienced CISM technical specialist with NIMS Type 

1 incident experience and has coordinated responses to numerous line of duty deaths, 

search and rescue cases, suicides, Hurricane Katrina, WA State Wildland Fires 2015 and 

aircraft disasters. She has worked closely with Seattle Fire and Police departments, the 

Department of Defense, Canadian Coast Guard, corrections departments, state, non -profit 

and mental health agencies.  

     Title of Session: Adding Animal Assistance into a Response Team   

3. Timothy Smith & Ann Hammer- DHS Domestic Nuclear Detection Office 

(DNDO): Ann Hammer is a Systems Analyst at Sandia National Laboratories supporting 



multiple U.S. Department of Homeland Security programs for the past 5 years. Some of 

her recent work involves building radiological/nuclear detection capability with state and 

local partners across the U.S. Ms. Hammer’s other experience has included developing 

national level guidance documents for indoor and outdoor BioWatch Program operations 

as well as supporting the acquisition of new biodetection technologies for this nationwide 

program; performing modeling and simulation analysis to inform the security strategy for 

the new World Trade Center Complex; deploying an integrated modeling and mapping 

tool to support FEMA exercises; and most recently studying use cases for a methodology 

developed to determine supply chain risks for cyber attacks.   

Timothy Smith is with the Department of Homeland Security, DNDO and will be 

copresenting with Ann Hammer. 

     Title of Session: DNDO Assistance Program and the Current Radiological/Nuclear 

Threat 

4. Andrew Dolan- Mutli-State Information Sharing & Analysis Center: The MS-ISAC 

is the focal point for cyber threat prevention, protection, response and recovery for the 

nation's state, local, tribal and territorial (SLTT) governments. The MS-ISAC 24x7 

cybersecurity operations center provides real-time network monitoring, early cyber threat 

warnings and advisories, vulnerability identification, mitigation, and incident response. 

     Title of Session: Current Cybersecurity Threat/How Can Employees Lessen the 

Threat. 

5. Douglas J. DeLancey-DHS Office of Bombing Prevention: Doug DeLancey is a 

South Dakota native and former Army Colonel who graduated from the United States 

Military Academy at West Point and has been deployed multiple times in Airborne, 

Mechanized and Air Assault Infantry units to Iraq, Africa, Panama, and Afghanistan in 

support of the Improvised Explosive Device fight.  He has been awarded the Legion of 

Merit, three Bronze Stars and an Army Commendation Medal for Valor and is a graduate 

of Army Airborne and Ranger School.  He retired from the Army in 2010 and currently 

serves as a civilian in the Department of Homeland Security’s Office for Bombing 

Prevention. 

     Title of Session: Developing Capabilities for Countering Improvised Explosive 

Devices 

6. Jonathan L. Watson- FBI, Minneapolis Division: Jonathan L. Watson has been an 

FBI intelligence analyst for 11 years. His work focuses on the African terrorist group al-

Shabaab. Previously he served as Chief Reports Officer for FBI Minneapolis Division. 

Jon is a licensed attorney and holds a graduate degree in homeland security leadership 

from George Washington University. He is a frequent public speaker on terrorism and 



intelligence matters. 

     Title of Session: International Terrorism from a Midwest Perspective  

7. Sarah Miller- National Disaster Preparedness Training Center: Sarah Miller is a 

Certified Emergency Manager (CEM) who is currently an independent emergenc y 

management trainer and consultant. She most recently served more than 9 years as the 

Emergency Manager for the City of Auburn, Washington. Her 25+ years of public service 

includes 12 years as a public safety dispatcher and 9 years as a search and rescue 

volunteer. She currently works with a number of FEMA training partners to deliver 

courses across the country on topics including social media, whole community, 

situational awareness, ICS, and CERT, as well as teaching in the National Basic and 

Advanced Emergency Management Academies.  

     Title of Session: How to Use Social Media in an Emergency Situation  

8. Jayson Hagen & Mike Koutnik- ESRI Mapping: Jayson Hagen, Solutions Engineer, 

ESRI, St. Charles, MO.  Jayson has been with ESRI for 3 years and focuses on assisting 

state government agencies in the Midwest in identifying and applying the Geographic 

Information System (GIS) to support their missions.   

Mike Koutnik, Account Manager, ESRI, Eagan, MN.  Mike has been with ESRI for 21 

years and has worked with state governments during his entire tenure with ESRI.  He has 

worked with emergency management agencies in seven Midwest states.  

     Title of Session: Enhancing Emergency Readiness and Response through the Power 

of GIS 



 

Hotel Information: 

 

WHEN 

Tuesday, May 3, 2016 at 1:00 PM - Thursday, May 5, 2016 at 12:00 PM (CDT)  

WHERE 

Sioux Falls Convention Center - 1201 Northwest Avenue, Sioux Falls, SD 

57104 -  
 


